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OU spoke of a new book to your neighbor. Hence 

he. bought it. Such is advertising, whether 

of books or biscuits. Good. advertising is ever speak- 

ing to you of something you are likely to need. Do 
; you heed its neighborly suggestions ? 














My Saviour’s Hands ; 


_ By Bell Mona Menzies, 
A PAIR of littie*hads 1 see, 
‘X Two chubby infant hands so wee, 
Clutching sweet Mary’s face in glee. 


Two boyish hands, sturdy and brown, 
Holding the plane in Nazareth Town 
In Joseph’s shop, as the sun goes down, 


Two hands of a youth, older grown, 
Folded in prayer by a rugged stone 
Out on the hill-top, all alone. 


A young man’s hands, toil-marked-and strong, 
Seekitig to aid in the restless throng, 
The helpless victims of sin and wrong, 


Two tired hands ’neath the olive tree, 
In the garden of grey Gethsemane, 3 
Clasped for my sins in agony. 


Two hands outstretched on a cross of wood, 
From cruel nail-wounds red with blood, 
Bringing a lost world back to God. 


O hands of my Crucified Christ Divine, | 
Take into-thine own these hands of mine, 
And teach them to serve-with a love like thine. 








How Shall They Hear 
Without a Preacher? 


Human preachers must give the Gospel. Philip 
remembered to go to Samaria, and after that he 


was: joined by the Spirit to the chariot of the far- 


dwelling Ethiopian magnate. The man, although 
fresh from Pentecost, was not able to understand 
the Fifty-third of. Isaiah “except some man guide” 
him. Philip’s sermon is not recorded in Acts, and 


Dr. Stifler says it is because the eunuch needed the - 


preacher rather than the -preaching. Philip could 
not then of course have Konwn that the prince and 
exemplar of all preachers Was about to rise up out 
of the martyrdom of Stephen in the person of Paul, 
but his soul must have been. thrilled as he recalled 
how. the Lord said that the Gospel was to leap from 
Samaria to the ends of the earth,dnd that he was 
being used as an instrument to pass it on. Remem- 
bering that Christ had commissioned his followers to 
baptize all nations, he obeys in the case in hand, and 


ee eee 





as he and the Ethiopian emerge from the waters of 
baptism, Philip is caught away by the Spirit. The 
world is wider now than in apostolic times, and many 
Ethiopias are waiting to know of whom Isaiah spoke 
when he said One should be led as a Lamb to the 
slaughter. Will it take persecution and martyrdom 
to raise up Twentieth Century Philips so that all 
the ends of the earth shall hear the Gospel and the 
Church then be caught away to meet its Lord? 


ax 


Keenly Discerning 

There are two kinds of keenly discerning people. 
There are those who quickly see the Weaknesses in 
others, and as quickly condemn them. Their discern- 
ment exposes and hurts. There is another class of 
discerning people, who see just as keenly, but with a 
different result. Their vision goes beneath the sur- 
face, and they are quick to see both the strong points 
and the weak points in others. But their keen, pene- 
trating discernment, even when it discovers weaknesses 
or sins, is the kind that helps. This-is the kind of 
discernment our Lord Jess must have had when he 
was here on earth as a man. He was never deceived 
by surface appearances, but his discernment was al- 
ways ready to help, and love, and heal, if the one 
whose sins were seen would only let him de so. Which 
kind of: discernment are we. cultivating?, When we 
“see through people” do we drive them away or.draw 
them to us in healing love? 


x— 


.Two Bible “Begans” 


,, Beginnings are importantameeripture rec- 
otds. There is an interesting contrast in beginnings 
in the parable of the Prodigal Son. When this 
younger son had gone into the far country and “had 
spent all” in.the famine, it is said that “he began to 
be in want:” . The-Holy. Spirit in inspiring ‘the sacred 
Scriptures is very choice in his selection of words. 


Why does he not say simply, “He was in want?” 
Because the want begun by sin is only a beginning, 
and it will go on and on forever unless the sinner 
turns to the only One who can end his want. “ When 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin, 
when it: is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 
1:15). But when the wanderer gets back into the 
father’s house, then there is another beginning, ver 
blessed and glorious: “They began to .be merry” 
(Luke 15:24). Let us not think for a moment that 
the festal joy over the son’s return was confined to 
that initial occasion, There is a splendid contrast 
between the previous steps into sin and the progress- 
iveness of peace and happiness in the father’s pres- 
ence! “At thy right hand thére are pleasures for 
evermore” (Psa. 16:11). : 


x 
If We Would Understand Geology 


God does not first explain things to us, and then 
tell us to believe. He declares things to us, and asks 
us to accept his declaration. The Keswick Calendar 
quotes from W. P. Mackay a striking incident. “‘If*h 
could understand it,’ said a friend to me one day, speak- 
ing of the geological difficulties, ‘then I would believe 
it.’ ‘Nay, my friend, this is not God’s way. It is not 
by understanding that we believe, but it is through 
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by 
the Word of God (Heb. 11:3).’” When we believe 
God’s Word that he created the worlds, and. that he 
created exactly as he says he did in the early chapters 
of Genesis, then. only are we in a position to under- 
stand geology or anything else in the natural, God- 
created wniverse.. Those who believe have God-illum- 
inated minds. Those-who will not believe God's Word 


have darkened mindersathes whe, all their “sci- 
entific conclusions” may be wholly inadéqtfaté “ahd” un- 
trustworthy. It is good to remember that many of 
those whom even the unbelieving world has recognized 


as truly great scientists have also been truly great be- 
lievers. 


How to Be Fishers of Men 


“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”— Matthew 4: 19 


HAT is “the greatest work in the world”? 
W: it not the winning of men and women for 

Christ? Whether we think of the non-Chris- 
tian multitudes at home or the unevangelized millions 
of Mohammedans and heathen abroad,.we cannot 
fail to see that the work of the Christian Church and 
every individual member of it is, first and foremost, 
that of bringing people to the Saviour. 


Our Service — ‘‘Fishers of men’’ 


It is a Definite Service. We are called upon to deal 
definitely with human beings, and are expected to 
“catch” them. -Nothing short of this wiil suffice for 
the fulfilment of our Master’s word. We can see 
this, among other things, in the various titles given 
to the children of God in the New Testament. They 
are called “witnesses” (Acts 1:8). They are de- 
scribed as “ambassadors” (2 Cor. 5:20). They are 
designated “heralds” (1 Tim. 2:7, Greek). These 
titles ctearly imply a distinct and pointed purpose, 
and we must not rest with anything short of definite 
results of our work. Not merely are we to put the 
message before men, but we must use means to lead 
them to accept the message and to become disciples 
of Christ. The fisherman is never content with 
simply throwing out the line or the net. If he does 
not land some fish he is not in any real sense a fisher- 
man. It is recorded of a French doctor,that, full of 
enthusiasm, he said he had operated upon eight people 
m connection with some very serious and complicated 
disorder. When asked how many lives he had saved, 
he replied, “Not one; but then, you see, the operations 
were so brilliant!” This would never satisfy an ordi- 
nary medical man, and certainly, in relation to things 
spiritual, we Christian men must never be satisfied 
with mere brilliance of testimony. It is for us “by 
any means to save some.” This is our definite work. 





It is a Difficult Service. Men are not easily 
“caught.” The power of sin is so great, and the 
character of sin so varied! The self-will of man is 
so strong, the heart of man is ‘often so far from God, 
that the Christian fisherman finds it-exceedingly diffi- 
cult to catch the one for whom he’is praying and 
striving. There is no work in its way so arduous and 
trying as that of endeavoring to save men from their 
sins and snatch them out of the hands of the Wicked 
One. Satan does not easily let go his prey, and 
whenever there are earnest endeavors on the part of 
Christian people to evangelize and win souls, there 
it is perfectly certain will be found the most intense 
opposition of the Devil. Soul-winning is indeed a 
difficult work. 

Yet is a Delightful Service. Is there any joy in 
this world comparable with the bliss of leading an 
anxious soul to Christ? To hedr the question, “What 
must I do?” To observe the evident interest and 
anxiety; to mark the genuine repentance; to see the 
eager acceptance of the Word of truth, and then. to 
notice the soul surrendering to Christ and com- 
mencing to rejoice in his great salvation,— all this is 
“joy unspeakable, and full of glory.” It is the su- 
preme felicity of life to be permitted to lead a soul 
into the presence-chamber of the King of kings. 


Our Training — “Make you fishers of men” 


This clearly teaches the important lesson that “fish- 
ers of men”- are not born, but made. They bécome 
fishers of men, and this implies that they were not 
originally qualified in this respect. What, then, does 
it mean to “become” a fisher of men? In what does 
the training consist? Let us consider some of the 
more important qualifications of an ordinary fisher- 
man, and learn from them at least a little of what 1s 
needed in order that we should become fishers of men, 
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A Fisherman Needs Watchfulness. Mark the alert- 
ness of the true fishefman: always on the lookout for 
the fish, and for the best ways of catching it. So must 
it be with the true disciple of Christ who wishes to 
win men for his Master. “They watch for your souls” 
(Heb. 13:17). “I have made thee a watchman” 
(Ezek. 3:17; 33:2-7; Acts 20:26, 28). The fisher 
of men must be eager and on the lookout for men. 
A clergyman once wrote to a friend asking him 
whether he ’would recommend a curate, and said that 
he wanted a man “whose heart was aglow with the 
love of souls.” 

A Fisherman Needs Patience. How wonderfully 
patient ‘is the fisherman who remains hour after 
hour on the river bank waiting for a bite. How ut- 
terly impossible it would be for him. to fish with suc- 
cess unless he had this element of patience. Much 
more is this true of the servant of God who wishes 
to win men to Christ, “The servant of the Lord 
must . . . be patient” (2 Tim, 2: 24-26). Men are 
not always won at the first attempt, and any spirit 
of impatience will not only hinder the sinner from 
accepting Christ, but will hurt the worker’s own soul. 
It will only be by prayerful patience that many a cap- 
tive of the Evil One is rescued and brought to the 
feet of the Saviour. This patience will demand real 
strength and energy. The fisherrnan must be “instant 
in season, out of season” (2 Tim, 4:2), and persist- 
ently, prayerfully, wait for every opportunity to lay 
hold of the one whom he desires to win for Christ. 

A Fisherman Nees Courage. Sea fishing in par- 
ticular needs very great bravery and fearlessness. A 
fisherman often Sales his life in his hands, and we 
know from our own fishing industry how many lives 
are lost in the prosecution of this daily task. So, 
also, fishing for men is by no means easy, and, as 
is well known, those who attempt it are often lacking 
in cotrage, and they do not find it any easier even 
after a long life of individual work. Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull, one of the ablest and most earnest workers 
among individuals, has told us in his little work on 
the subject that he was as much afraid on the last 
occasion as on the first. Courage is, therefore, a pre- 
eminent requirement if we would persist in the work 
of soul-winning. 

A Fisherman Needs Tactfulness. In the course 
of a day’s fishing a man may often have to change his 
method, and often to use different kinds of bait. We 
also know that there are very great differences in fish- 
ing for various sorts of dish, and there are other 
diversities according to locality and ciroumstance, 
All this suggests the need of tactfulness. When we 
think of spiritual fishing, tactfulness is one of the 
prime essentials. “The servant of the Lord must not 
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose 
themselves” (2 Tim. 2:24, 25). Men around us differ 
so widely in circumstances, character, temperament, 
and attitude to God, that, unless the Christian worker 
is characterized by tactfulness, he will often do more 
harm than good in his endeavors to win men for 
Christ. It is as true to-day as ever that “he that 
winneth souls is wise,” and “he is wise that winneth 
souls” (Prov. 11:30). We need to know something 
of the devious ways of sinners, the different snares 
set by the enemy, and the precise aspects of Gospel 
truth best fitted to meet particular cases. All this re- 
auires and will demand tactfulness, wisdom, and 
discretion, 

A Fisherman Needs Self-Forgetfulyess. An old 
fisherman has said that one of the prime requirements 
of a true fisherman is that he should keep himself 
out of sight. This quality is pre-eminently necessary 
in the soul-winner. His own individuality must be 
kept as far as possible in the background, in order 
that his Master may be first and foremost. There 
is always danger lest we attach men to ourselves, in- 
stead of linking them on to Christ. At the King’s 
levee there comes a point at which, after the intro- 
duction of the newcomer, the one who introduces 
him stands aside, his work being over. In like man- 
ner, in bringing a soul to. Christ we carry the work 
to a certain point, and then stand back for the soul 
to have its own private and personal interview with 
the Master. “I labored ... yet not I, but the grace 
of God which was with me” (1 Cor. 15: 10). 


Our Assurance — “I will make you” 


Then Power of Soul-Winning is Possible. “I will 
make you.” The Lord Jesus Christ is able and will- 
ing to equip us for the work of spiritual fishing. He 
himself was the greatest of all soul-winners in the 
days of his earthly ministry, and he is ready now to 
fit and prepare us for the same blessed work. | Let 
this sink down into the heart of every one of us; there 
is no reason whatever why every Christian man 
should not be a soul-winner. Here is the promise 
of the Lord Jesus Christ offering to prepare us for 
this blessed work. This should encourage us to be- 
lieve in the possibility for each of us. 

And Power for Soul-Winning is Certain. “I will 
make you.” This is one of the “I wills” of Christ, 
those gracious and blessed promises which are in- 
tended to encourage and hearten us for life and serv- 
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ice. When Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord says 
“I will” he means it, and in special connection with 
soul-winning we see the cheer and inspiration of such 
a promise, giving us a certain guarantee of strength 
and provision for the difficult task. 


And Power for Soul-Winning is Blessed. To be 
fitted and equipped for this glorious work is surely a 
joy, a privilege, and a blessing. Christ our Master 
takes us into his school, trains us, teaches us, prepares 
us, and bestows upon us all needed grace and wisdom, 
and then sends us out into the great ocean of the world 
ready to “catch” men. There is surely nothing nobler, 
nothing more uplifting, nothing more glorious, than 
to be equipped and commissioned by our Master to 
do “the greatest work in the world.” 


Our Secret — “Follow me, and I will make you.” 


What are the precise requirements and conditions 
laid down for us in the Word of God with reference 
to the work of soul-winning? We are already clearly 
aware of our duty to “catch” men, We have also 
seen some of the qualifications required in a spiritual 
fisherman. We have also been cheered and encour- 
aged by the Master’s promise that he will make us to 
become fishers of men. Now let us consider very 
carefully our attitude to him and the conditions re- 
= by him in order that we may be “thoroughly 

urnished unto all good works.” The answer is found 
in the words “Follow me.” This is a ‘very familiar 
message, but one that needs to be analyzed into its 
constituent parts. What does it mean to follow 
Christ? 

Trust him. To follow Christ means to depend 
upon him for grace, and the soul-winner will never be 
of any service in the kingdom of God unless he de- 
pends constantly and entirely upon the grace of God 
to equip, guide, strengthen,” and bless him in his 
labors. 

Imitate Him, Our Lord’s life was a life of soul- 
winning, and following him means doing as he did. 
A study of the Gospels will quickly reveal to us our 
Lord’s wonderful work and methods in catching men. 
In the fourth Gospel alone we have at least seven 
interviews between individuals and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and on each occasion with wisdom and power 
the Lord dealt faithfully and effectively with the soul 
and led it to himself. The more detailed accounts of 
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Christ’s dealings with sinners, as, for example, in the 
story of the woman of Samaria, will reveal some of 
the methods and secrets of the greatest of all soul- 
winners. “Follow me” means, among other things, 
“Imitate my example.” As a soul-winner Christ's 
example is peerless. 


Obey Him. Following always includes and involves 
obedience, and therefore, “Whatsoever he saith’ unto 
you, do it.” The Lord is calling upon every one of 
us to do as much as we possibly can in the direction 
of soul-winning. It is not sufficient, blessed though 
it is, to live a quiet, consistent life. This we must do, 
of course, but in addition to this there must be the 
testimony of the lip, and the endeavor, lovingly yet 
aggressively, to win souls to the Master. And if we 
do not do it our spiritual life will suffer, and we shall 
not be following our Master. 


Abide in Him. Following Christ is not only an act, 
but an attitude, the attitude of a lifetime. Abiding 
in him means continual and ever-increasing fellow- 
ship. It implies living in his presence through faith, 
prayer, and the Word of God, and in this abiding 
fellowship with our Master will come that force, 
freshness, fragrance, and fiber in spiritual life which 
will be the best posSible means of attractiveness in 
soul-winning. As water -never rises above its level, 
so our work for God never rises above the level of 
our fellowship with him. We must “dwell with the 
King for his work,” and in so doing we shall have his 
Spirit, his power, and his blessing. 


This, then, is our work,—the work of “fishers of 
men.” But perhaps these lines may be read by some 
one who has not yet known the Lord Jesus Christ as 
his personal Saviour. Let it be said to such an one 
that there is a previous word to “Follow me,” and 
that is “Come unto me.” Christ needs you, Christ 
wants you, Christ waits for you, Christ offers you 
salvation in order that he may use you in his king- 
dom. First salvation, and then service. Will you 
not, therefore, accept him now, taking him by simple 
faith as your own personal Saviour, Lord, and 
King? And then go forth, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, attract men by your life and testimony, so 
that there may -be an increase of men won through 
individual effort, and the work may extend and 
deepen on every hand until the kingdom of God shall 
come. 





Should Children Always Obey Parents ? 


Will you please explain the opening verses of the 
sixth chapter of Ephesians, referring to the duty of 
children to parents? [‘‘Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord: for this is right. Honor thy father and 
mother (which is the first comment with promise), that 
it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long 
on the earth. And ye, fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath: but nurture them in the chastening and 
admonition of the. Lord.”’] 

I have always held most sacredly the duty of chil- 
dren to their parents. I have a friend who is continu- 
ally referring to the first verse in this chapter, putting 
her own construction on it; and she also says that the 
second and third verses are the same as in the Old 
Testament [in the Ten Commandments], and that, as 
we now are under grace instead of law, this does not 
refer to us and our time. 

I should like your opinion. I hold that no matter ~ 
what parents do, whether they are Christians or not, 
they are still parents, and should be looked upon as 
such; and that no mistreatment on the part of a child, 
whether young or a grown person, is excusable toward 
a parent if the child considers himself a devout Chris- 
tian.—A Missouri Reader. 


Any part of the Old Testament law that is reaf- 
firmed in that portion of the New Testament which 
is addressed to Christians, as the Epistles. are, is as 
binding upon us.under grace as it was upon Old Tes- 
tament believers under the law. -As Christians we are 
“under law to Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21), not in order to 
be saved, but because we have teen saved. This prin- 
ciple is explained fully in the recent book on “Grace,” 
by Lewis Sperry Chafer (The Sunday School Times 
Co., $1.50). 

But the passage quoted in Ephesians is carefully 
and clearly qualified by the important words, “in the 
Lord.” Children are to obey their parents “in the 
Lord.” And obedience cannot be “in the Lord” if 
obedience to parents mean’ disobeying God. If a par- 
ent commands a child to do something wrong, that 
child ought not to obey the parent. The God-breathed 
injunction in Ephesians is clear as to this. Therefore 
parents are to nurture their chiidren “in the Chasten- 
ing and admonition of the Lord,” doing all in their 
power to have-the children do God's will at every 
point, and only God’s will. 

It would appear, from this passage, that parents are 
expected to have the same authority over the lives 
and actions of their grown-up.sons and daugfters as 





So long 
as we live we are, indeed, to honor our parents, to love 
and cherish them, to work with them in every possible 
way, and of course never to “mistreat” them. But 
the “obedience” of children to parents here set forth 
in the Scriptures is evidently enjoined upon “children” 


they have when these are literally children. 


in years, not upon grown-ups. Thus a parent would 
not properly punish or discipline an adult son or daugh- 
ter who did not “obey” or agree with the parent at 
some point. This is not enjoined as a duty for parents 
toward their adult children, nor does such obedience 
seem to be under consideration here or elsewhere in 
Scripture. Yet even those who are full-grown and 
may have children of their own may gladly, because 
of Christian grace and love in their hearts, do what 
aged parents may ask them to do even when this is 
unreasonable or unnecessary, provided only it is not 
actually wrong. 
naw 


Asking God to Bless His Word 


For many years I have expressed to some of our 
pastors my conviction that it was superfluous, after 
having read the Scripture lesson in the pulpit Sunday 
morning, to use the words, “May the Lord bless the 
reading of his Word.” God has promised that his Word 
shall accomplish that whereunto it is sent, so that we 
may expect that he will bless it where it is faithfully 
read. Would it not seem more correctly prayerful if 
the pastor should say, “May the Lord quicken our 
hearts to hear and obey his Word,” or “Incline our 
hearts, O Lord, to the daily use of thy Word”? There 
is so much imitation and repetition in manner and form, 
that originality would be welcome, particularly when 
it is more devotional—A Canadian Reader. 


It is never out of place or inappropriate to ask 
God’s blessing upon any service done for him, and 
the reading of the Word at any time in the hear- 
ing of others is one kind of work for him. It is in- 
deed true that God has promised to bless his Word, 
and he will do so whether men ask him or not; but 
who knows but that he may. be enabled by prayer to 
make his Word do its perfect work more speedily if 
there is’ immediate prayer behind it? It is true, how- 
ever, that any habit may become monotonous or even 
meaningless, and therefore the statement that usually 
follows the Scripture reading in churches may properly 
be varied. in such: ways as are here suggested. 
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“Converted” in 


My Experience in the Bahai Movement 
the soft twilight by my Bahai sister 























Satan has provided a wide 


of modern “cults’’ with which to delude and ensnare men, and keep 


variety 
them from recognition of the truth that there is only one name given under heaven among men whereby 
we must be saved, It seems singular, however, that one of these cults should find rapidly increasing favor in 


enlightened America, since it centers in the family 
med. 


of an Oriental who is a descendent of the infamous 
But the originator of Bahaism had in his veins the blood of that ‘‘ false prophet.’’ Just how Bahaism 


loham- 


began, developed and flourished will be told in next week’s installment of this series of four chapters by a woman 
. who was delivered from it. 


me and told me that another sister, who had just 

returned from the West, had accepted some new 
faith while out there. She believed Christ had again 
come to earth, and was living in a human body among 
men. I was shocked and grieved by this news. 

Later in the summer this sister from the West came 
to visit me. A week passed. Not a word was said 
‘about this strange new religion of hers. During all 
of my married life there had never been such a won- 
derful peaceful week. My sister, who had always 
been such: a remarkable Christian, seemed to have 
grown even more so. 

One afternoon just before she was to leave for 
home I asked her if she wouldn’t like to take a walk. 
I can recall that afternoon as if it were yesterday. 
We had been walking through the woods and came to 
a place where the trees were thinner, and one tree 
had fallen across the path. We sat down on this fallen 
tree and watched the sky with its glorious colors as 
the sun slowly sank. I remember how peaceful every- 
thing was and how I wished that my sister could stay 
with me always. I had not as yet said one word about 
this new faith of hers, but I felt as we sat there, that 
I must say something to win her back to her old faith. 
So for the first time I asked her what this was that 
she had learned in the West. She told me she was still 
a Christian and that she believed every word of the 
Bible. She said that the Bible meant more to her now 
than ever before —that she had always loved it and 
read it, but now she loved it and read it still more. 
Then she told me how from the time of Melchizedek 
down to the present the Spirit of God had come upon 
chosen men and that they had become prophets to 
lead men back to God. God was a loving God and 
; a God of us all. God in his lovingkindness had sent 
: his Spirit upon men in China, India, and Africa. She 
asked me if I wanted the millions who were dying in 
foreign lands to go to hell because they had never had 
the chance to hear of Jesus? Of course I told her 
“No.” She didn’t believe God’s way was that way. 
She likened God to the sun. In a dark place a small 
ray of light may enter, in another place more rays 
of light may enter. So Buddha came and some of 
God’s rays of light entered within and he lifted the 
people up. Somg of God’s rays of light came upon 
Mohammed and he lifted up his people. So likewise 
the rays of light upon Zoroaster and he uplifted his 
followers. When Jesus came all the rays of light 
shone through him and: he reflected the Father. The 
Jews would not accept him but crucified him. But 
before he left, Jesus said he would come again and 
then they would accept him. 


A Coming One 

All the great religions are looking for one to come 
who will complete their prophecies. She then asked 
me if it wouldn’t be wonderful if God should send a 
y Ad. or’ anointed one that would fulfil all the 
prophecies of the nine great religions. It was like 
a pinnacle of a high tower; there might be many 
ways of ascent, but when the pinnacle was once 
reached they were all united. 

She said she believed God had sent an anointed one, 
to this world now to unite all religions into one, 
and to bring them all to God. 

She said that thousands of every faith have found 
in this messenger of God the fulfilment of their books 
of prophecy. He was not Jesus, but in accepting him 
one had to accept Jesus as the sun of God. She said 
as the symbol of Christianity was the cross, and the 
Mohammedan had the crescent, the symbol for this 
time and age was the sun in full splendor, for at this 
time all nations and peoples of all religions were to 
receive the full blessings of God, since they were now 
universally grown to maturity and ready and capable 
of receiving this blessing. 

She spoke of ‘the wonderful peace and joy that had 
come into her life since she had accepted this man as 
God’s messenger. She told me many things about 
this strange and wonder-working religion, and asked 
me if I wouldn’t accept this man as an anointed one 
of God, receiving this wonderful peace and joy, like 
an ever-bubbling fountain within. 

I replied that I should love to believe that God 
had specially blessed the people of the world in this 
our time, and was drawing them all of every kind and 
nation, unto himself. I also knew she had a peace and 
joy she. had never known before, and that even my 
children felt it in her presence. I had never had such 
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a happy week as the one just passed. I told her al- 
though I would like to believe it, I could not, but 
would study it. She did not urge me. She only said 
that same day she believed I would believe as she did, 
and that she would leave me some literature. We 
rose from that fallen tree and walked homeward. We 
didn’t talk much, but I remember just being happy 
because I was with her. 

My sister left, and with her leaving it seemed as 
if all the sunshine had gone. Even my children were 
harder to manage after she left. 

I began to read the books she had left me. The 
more I read the more I realized that I didn’t know my 
Bible well enough either to sanction or condemn what 
these books said the Bible meant by certain passages. 
After a short time of reading and studying my Bible 
I decided to take it to one who had made Bible study 
his lifework. To my pastor I went with all of this 
literature. I told him what my sister had told me 
and gave him the literature. I asked him if he would 
please read it and tell me whether it was true or 
not, and if it was wrong, to tell me exactly where it 
was wrong. 

I told him I didn’t want him to tell any one that 
I was investigating this new religion, because if it 
were wrong I wouldn’t want my name connected with 
it. On the other hand if I ever accepted it I wouldn’t 
care who knew it. My pastor said he had never heard 
of it before, and said he would read what I gave him. 
He told me if God had sent some one as his mes- 
senger the church would know it and would have ac- 
cepted him. But I replied that when Jesus came 
was only a few fishermen that believed and the priests 
condemned and crucified him. I told him the ministers 
might do the same to-day. 


Her Pastor Condemns the Teaching 

My pastor read the literature, how much of it I do 
not know. A short time afterwards when I saw him 
he condemned it all. He referred to no special place, 
only he said the whole thing was all wrong. This 
ow me back upon myself, so I read and studied 
alone. 

My sister before leaving had told me of a prayer 
which all followers prayed, this prayer, of two words 
should be repeated ninety-five times. The words of 
the prayer in English mean, “God the most glorious.” 
She told me this story, which was true, in connection 
with the prayer. 

A lawyer who had accepted this faith wanted others 
to do so too, so he told a young lady in his office about 
it. She wouldn’t believe it. Then he said to her, 
“Well, if you don’t believe it, will you say a short 
prayer ninety-five times a day and see if you don’t 
feel better?” She thought that such a little thing 
to do to please him that she finally gave her word to 
do it. Ina few days she began to feel better, and won- 
dering at it, she continued the prayer. Wondering 
more at the quiet change taking place within, she be- 
gan reading literature about this wonder-working re- 
ligion and ended in accepting it. She then told her 
family about it, and succeeded in getting one of her 
married sisters to pray this prayer and finally to ac- 
cept this new faith. 

Some time afterwards I met these two sisters. The 
married sister, who had apparently been one of the 
finest Christian women I had ever met,, told me that 
while she was praying that prayer and after accepting 
this faith she had a peace and an exhilaration that she 
never had had before or since. 

And so seeing no harm in praying to the Father 
and calling him by a name that meant “God most -Glo- 
rious” ninety-five times a day, and to see for myself if 
there was any truth in the power of this: prayer, I 
said I would try it. 

All that fall and winter I studied my Bible as I had 
never studied it before. I read all I could about the 
“Bahai Revelation,” as it was called. The more I 
read the more I wanted to believe God had sent one 
to unite all men in one brotherhood, but something 
held me back from committing myself. But one Sun- 
day morning in early spring, while sitting in church 
listening to a sermon (I don’t know whether it was 
something the minister was saying or not), but like a 
wave something seemed to pass over me, and with it 
came the feeling, “I do believe. I am a Bahai.” 

’ From that moment of acceptance I was at rest. 
Peace came to me and an inward joy- unknown before. 

I was a Bahai one year. Never once in that time 

did a doubt come in my mind as to this not being the 


_ married woman. 
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truth. When tne is a Bahai one doesn’t believe all 
things all at once, but learns things by degrees. After 
one accepts, one slips gradually into its ever tightening 
meshes. This powerful movement has stepped upon 
the threshold of our nation, and in the next few years 


_is likely to sweep thousands upon thousands of inno- 


cent ones into its power. Had I known what I now 
know and what I am going to tell you, would I have 
fallen within its grasp? No, a thousand times no! 


(Continued in next week’s issue) 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. : 


My dear Mother Ruth: I want a little advice, as a young 
I am very anxious to be a good mother, 
and I am eager to deal in the right manner with my chil- 
dren. I would like to know if you believe in corporal pun- 
ishment. I have read so many books on the subject that I 
am all confused. The different theories I have tried to 
apply really are ridiculous, if the consequences were not so 
serious. I want to do the right thing, no matter how hard 
it is. I will appreciate your opinion YOUNG MOTHER, 
B® gptows YOUNG MOTHER, your question is a 

very vital to the home and to the community 
at large. Well trained children make good citizens, 
and empty reformatories and jails, Oh, the power of 
motherhood! How I wish the women of* our land 
would study to make good mothers! 

To make a general statement on corporal punish- 
ment would be unwise, for children are so different in 
their needs in training. The great charm and pleasure, 
for a mother, is to study each child’s peculiarities, 
and direct the life according to the different needs. 
That I believe in the good old-fashioned “spank cure” 
I can say unhesitatingly. And my authority for it is 
found in the Bible. Read Proverbs 13:24 and 22:15, 
and especially Proverbs 29: 15, 17. : 

The Word of God is the true guide for every mother. 
We are told there “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” 

I wonder if you have family prayers in your home. 
There is nothing to keep the wheels of life running in 
the right direction like gathering the family around 
the prayer circle! Oh, little mother, give your child 
the best in life, and that which comes straight from 
heaven! Teach them to depend on God, and in the 
days te come you will not regret it. 

While I believe in proper corporal punishment, I do 
not believe in hitting or striking with the hand. And I 
do not believe in ever punishing when not in perfect 
control themselves. To strike a child in anger is 
almost unpardonable! I know a father who felt a 
whipping was often necessary to train his ten children 
in the right way, but he never punished at the time of 
the wrongdoing, but always allowed a day to inter- 
vene before punishing. This was not easy on the 
father or child, but was a method which made the 
children know they were never struck in anger. Those 
children not only loved that father, but believed in his 
respect for justice, and knew if they disobeyed 
they must pay the penalty. To the truly loving mather, 
a corporal punishment is harder to administer than 
not to do it: 

I know a mother who never punished without going 
down on her knees in prayer with the child, and there 
the child learned to know sin and to fight the enemy 
of her life. Satan wants your child, and you must 
teach him where he can get power to overcome every 
sin. < 
_, Yours is the greatest work on earth! Don’t wonder 
if you get puzzled in it. Remember, there is not an- 
other child like yours in’ the world, and you cannot 
apply any rules to your disciplining; only God who 
made the child can direct you in guiding it aright. 
Prayer is your weapon! ' 





Dear Mother Ruth: Do you think you can take your 
religion into a department store, back of a counter, and 
do better service, for being a Christian? I confess I begin 
to feel that one can get on better if we give in kind as we 
get. It seems to me there is no place where you have to 
take the insolence of the rich, as when you try to serve 
people in merchandise. Do help me out, if I am in the 
wrong.—SALESWOMAN. 

M* DEAR SALESWOMAN, I hope I can help 
you, for if I can I am sure you and every one 
who touches your life will be the better for it. 

I don’t like that word religion, as you have used it. 
I like to think of our service for Christ in a different 
way. I do believe, if you are a child of God, you 
cannot help taking him wherever you are, and what- 
ever we do should be done to the glory of God. 
~ Have you ever considered, when you were waiting 
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on a customer, that that might be the dhly opportunity 
of her seeing Jesus Christ all day, and many days? 
Do you ever think how dependent God is upon us to 
show him? Does your face.ever shine with the glory 
of his abiding presence? 

I remember at one time, in San Francisco, a friend 
and I went into a store to make some purchases. We 
looked around for some one to help us, and the faces 
looked so unpleasant, most of them being Chinamen, 
we started to leave the store, when our attention was 
attracted to one young man whose face fairly shone. 
We both turned to him and made our requests known. 
In a little while we had what we wanted, and had a 
happy time in getting it. We were curious to know his 
secret and asked him. It was not long ere he told us 
he was a Christian, and how his Christ had trans- 
formed his life. My friend, I assure you it tells! 
You can’t hide Him when he is present! 

I know what you would say in return. You would 
tell me of the kind of customers you have to wait 
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upon; the condescending manner they employ and the 
discourtesy they show you; yes, I know it all, and yet 
I say you have the opportunity of showing forth Christ 
to some one who does not know how charming he is 
and how he can make his followers like him! 
Sometimes the trouble of a rude customer does come 
from behind the counter. You may not realize it, but 
you can create an atmosphere which controls the ofher 
side of the counter. Oh, my dear, it pays to reflect 
the glorious light of Jesus Christ! But this can not 
be done of ourselves, this must be done by waiting 
upon him! It is given for the mere asking; let us be 
sure to ask. Then we will not be moved or influenced 
by the customer, for we shall be held by a greater 
power. I have seen snappy occasions when I wished 
with all my heart that the one behind the counter 
would have been the example of a lady. Remember, 
if you represent Christ he expects more from you than 
if you do not love him. “A soft answer turneth away 
wrath, but grievous words stir up anger” (Prov. 15:1). 














When “Primitive Man’ Met Temptation 


Archeological elements in the Biblical account 
By Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. xen recites Seminary 








HE expression “Primitive Man,” like the ex- 

pression “the Stone Age,” is a very vague one. 

If we were marooned on an uninhabited island, 
we would all begin to-morrow living in the Stone 
Age; we would pick up a pebble with which to crack 
open a clamshell. So some very “primitive” people 
may be found living in our great cities, sometimes 
immediately in the rear of the homes of our highest 
types of civilization. 

So-called “primitive man,” of whom so much is 
written, belongs, as his name implies, to the beginning 
of things; ought, indeed, to be young. However 
long ago he lived, he had not lived very long. But, as 
a keen young graduate student recently remarked to 
me, “These primitive tribes that the anthropologists 
write so much about, are as old as any of us; perhaps 
they are degenerates.” Manifestly if we are to study 
“primitive man” we must first define the name we 
give him. 

“Primitive man” as the Bible presents him to us 
_is man at the beginning of the human race upon 
earth, actually the first human beings. Here cer- 
tainly we have “primitive man” before us. If, for 
the sake of argument, we even set aside the biblical 
account of this interesting person, the person still 
remains to be considered; sometime, somewhere the 
race of man began; then and there was “primitive 


man.” He was the same fellow and under the same 
circumstances, though the Bible had never been writ- 
ten. The one outstanding peculiarity of the biblical 


account of this interesting individual is that it puts 
before us the only common sense story of his origin: 
myths give us many absurd and monstrous accounts. 

Then “primitive man,” as the Bible presents him, 
is the subject of temptation; everything that is told 
us about him, though interesting in itself, is to the end 
that we may understand the account of his tempta- 
tion. This also is exactly as primitive man should be 
presented to us by any one, even if there were no 
account of him in the Bible at all. Man is not 
simply a physical being; he is an ethical being placed 
in a field of activity in morals. Whenever, wherever, 
primitive man appeared, his trial in that field of 
morals began at once. How did it begin? and what 
was man’s environment? The Bible gives an account 
of these things, and so to this end presents to us by 
way of introduction “primitive man” himself: 

Now temptation always, anywhere, is conditioned 
by two things: it must first of all come within the 
horizon of the life of the individual to be tempted. 
A little child may be tempted about its plays, but 
the temptations of business, society, and politics do 
not come within its horizon, and so it cannot be 
touched by them. The African savage may be 
tempted by his neighbor’s fine herd of cattle, but the 
white man’s garage full of automobiles would not 
appeal to him any more than-any other gaudy display. 
None of these things come within the horizon of the 
life of these various individuals. 

Then again, temptation must appeal to some desire 
of the person tempted. I suppose not many of us 
could be tempted to buy an elephant; we do not want 
an elephant! 

So wherever and whenever “primitive man” began 
his career he had to meet the issues of the moral 
field. Thus the Bible in presenting primitive man 
sets before us the bounds of the circle of his life and 
makes known to us the limits of his individual desires. 
This requires, as we shall find, considerable intro- 
duction to the account of the temptation, concerning 
the stage of action and the dramatis persone. 

The introduction begins. with a second account of 
creation. These early records, there is every evidence 
to believe, were written upon tablets in cuneiform 








script. Not much could be put upon one tablet. The 
first tablet of the Bible was the creation tablet. There 
is recounted the whole creation, including man, both 
“male and female.” But in the cuneiform method 
of writing each tablet was in effect a separate book, 
and, indeed, a separate edition of a book; for since 
all work was hand-work, no two pieces were exactly 
alike, and reference to other copies could not be 
made. The tablet when finished was laid away by 
itself, a separate document. The next subject to be 
recorded was the temptation of the human race. This 
account must be a separate book, and so must get a 
starting point, not by reference to the creation tablet, 
for references could not be made, but by repetition 
of the creation account in a short summary. What 
is presented in the six days of the creation tablet is 
here told in a few words and grouped in three ages, 
—the age of inanimate things, the age of plants and 
animals, and the age of man; or, as they are grouped 
in the classification of Geology, the Azoic Age, the 
Corboniferous Age, and the Age of Man (Gen. 
2:4-7). Thus most naturally this Temptation tablet 
told of the world in which “primitive man” was 
placed to begin his trial. 

Next in preparation for the account of man’s 
temptation his special environment is given that we 
may know the horizon of his life. He was placed in 
a garden. Not a garden of vegetables, but a garden 
of flowers; much less was it one of those artificial 
Italian or Japanese monstrosities in which plants are 
trimmed and trained into geometrical or animal 
forms. It was one of God's gardens; a hillside 
flaming with the glory of wild flowers, a copse with 
all the flowers and fruits that mingle there, flanked 
and shadowed by great forest trees; or it was the 
rustling tangle of a feathery palm grove. Somewhere 
in God's great garden of field and copse and wood 
man was placed. There were no cities, no houses, 
no boundaries set by man to fend off other men. 
Nothing’ that had been done by the hand of man. 
“Primitive man” was placed in an untouched world. 





A New Manuscript of John’s Gospel 





povadtg td is ag mye i. tp gy ee of a 
recent discovery in m ypt ofa ic Manu- 
script of the Gospel according Ay . It comes between 
the Vatican and the Sinaitic manuscripts. -It will be very 
valuable, but itis not likely to furnish any evidence on the 
much debated question of the date and authorship of this 
Gospel, Dr. Kyle hopes for a full discussion of the find 
at an carly date. 











The man himself was “primitive man,” the first 
man, set absolutely at the beginning. That is indeed 
the only really “primitive man.” He was complete 
in his endowment, perfect in his faculties; he was 
capable of the greatest advancement in civilization, 
but he had not yet begun to advance; he was the 
“primitive man.” He was thus capable of doing all 
things that man ever can do, but as yet he had not 
begun to do any of them. He had not domesticated 
any of the animals, nor bpilt a house, nor even made 
clothts for himself. He was naked. He was put in 
the garden “to dress it and keep it,” but he had not 
yet begun gardening. He was capable of all human 
achievement; as yet he had not begun to achieve. 
“Primitive man” at his beginning was in many re- 
spects comparable to the Second Adam at his birth. 
He also was perfect and complete, yet “He grew ip 
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wisdom and in stature, and in -favor with God and 
man.” Such was the “primitive man,” in such an 
environment; we are told these things that we may 
understand his temptation. 

But conversation has its place also in the trial of 
“primitive man.” Indeed, temptation is nearly always 
mingled with talk. Talkiness is in itself one of the 
snares of the soul. So also the introduction to the 
temptation of “primitive man” must tell us the origin 
of language. alk had not yet: been introduced into 
creation. It must be introduced before the account 
of the temptation. There was a time when philolo- 
gists taught that language could all be traced back tu 
verbal roots. Inquiring students used to ask how 
anybody could begin to talk with only verbs. Now it 
is said that language began with the names of things; 
that is, that when “primitive man” began to make talk 
he first gave names to things. Naturally enough! 
And would he not first be moved to give names to 
the moving things, to the animals running round 
him? That is exactly the story the Bible tells us. 
Moreover, “Whatsoever Adam called every living 
creature, that was the name thereof.” Of course: 
all language was originally arbitrary; words had at 
first no ctymology. Some grunt or squawk or hiss 


¢ Perhaps was assigned to each animal, and that “was 


the name thereof.” Now that man’s tongue. was 
loosed he was ready to palaver with the tempter. 

There remains now one thing more, the most im- 
portant thing of all in preparation for the account of 
the temptation of “primitive man,” a special account 
of the creation of woman. The account of the creation 
of the race is simply that man was made made out of 
“the dust of the ground.” This is only a statement of 
fact, nothing more and nothing less. That G 
shaped man out of mud and then breathed into this 
mud-man the breath of life is a grotesque carica- 
ture, not an explanation. “Of the dust of the ground’ 
is simply a scientific fact stated in popular language. 
The constituents of the body come ultimately from the 
ground, whether men are clay-eaters, or vegetarians, 
or meat-eaters, and when the body moulders away it 
leaves just the “dust of the ground.” 

But the creation of woman called out a special ac- 
count, and the creation of woman also calls for special 
consideration. Why? Not simply that some one may 
explain about the use of a rib in the making of her. 
We know nothing of that except the simple statement 
of fact. But why does her creation call for a special 
account at all? It is not always wise to ask for the 
reasons of divine acts; yet sometimes. we are able to 
see reasons and may properly look at them. 

Woman had ‘a prominent part —not a solitary part 
by any means— in the temptation scene, and it seems 
fitting that she should be brought to the fore in the 
account. 

Then her relation to man needs the prominence that 
is given to her in the account, lest her relation to man 
and to the temptation be misunderstood. She was 
made a help “meet” for man; that is, “corresponding to 

_him,” literally, “set over against him.” Not above -him, 
nor beneath him but beside him. A help “meet” for 
him in life. Of the two centers of influence in life, 
the home life center and the public life center, she was 
to preside in the one and he in the other, and each equal 
to the other in the life of the race. 

Again, it is quite manifest that the special account 
of the creation of woman is in order also to set forth 
the institution of marriage. The family was consti- 
tuted of one man and one woman. God has written 
it here in the Word, and he has written it also in all 
nature. All animals are set in pairs. Vicious men 
and beasts ofttimes defeat this law, and the strong 
drive away the weak and establish polygamy. Some 
monster like a Mohammed, or a Brigham Young, or 
the female deputy recently in the Parliament of 
Checko-Slovakia, or some great beast, or “cock-of-the- 
walk” in the barnyard, may desire polygamy and ac- 
tually put it into practice, but the whole world of ani- 
mate things, when unrestrained, desires monogamy. 

There seems still another reason for the special 
account of the creation.of woman. There has often 
been noticed what may be called the anticipations of 
Scripture, adaptation of language to fact not needed, 
or even understood, at the time, but exactly meeting 
the demand of facts which have later come into view. 
When Job spoke of the north being hung over. the 
“empty place,” it probably meant no more to the people 
of that time than that no stars were visible near the 
pole -star. Only the great telescopes of later times 
have shown how in fact one seems to look out at that 
point in the sidereal heavens as through a window ‘into 
empty space. So in all the account of creation there is 
a reiterated emphasis placed upon the fact that crea- 
tures were created “male and female,” and now in the 
account specially given of the creation of man as 
preliminary to the story of his trial a very special 
account is given of the creation of woman. It may be 
that no reason appeared to the ancient world, though 
there are many subtle indications that the people of that 
time philosophised a great deal moré than some have 
supposed. Certain it is that this special account of 
the creation of woman has become very significant in 
these days, when the theory of evolition has become 
so prominent in biblical discussions. The imperative 
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need of both “male and female” of every species for 
the origin of species is the crux of the current theory 
of evolution, and the more significantlymenacing also 
that evolutionists do not usually say too much about 
it. The theory of the origin of species is that a lower 
species gave birth to a “sport,” a strange, freakish 
progeny, quite out of the ordinary in the family; that, 
to be explicit, some ape mother had a baby that was in 
reality a man-child. Now, freakish births do occur. 


- It seems quite possible for us to imagine that some 


such “sport” may have been born sometime, some- 
where. But that alone would not be enough to start 
the human race! The beginning of a species must be 
“male and female,” and the biblical account never 
failed so to mark the description of the creation of 
species. Now, know that I have foreshortened the 
account in my statement of the theory. It is usual 
to insist that the “sport” did not make the whole jump 
at once from one species to another, but proceeded by 
insensible gradations over a long period of time. Such 
a statement of the transition sometimes deceives the 
theorizer, but never lessens, or changes, the dif- 
ficulty essentially. Every advance, however little 
a “sport,” faces the same trouble. There would need to 
be two “little sports” also, again “male and female.” 
If not, then the mating of the one “sport” with an ape 
would have filled the world with ‘missing links of all 
grades, quadroons and octoroons to the mth degree. 
And this problem is the same throughout all the races 
of animate beings. Yet nowhere in observation, in his- 
tory, in geology, is the missing link ever found. In fact, 
it is the absolute break between species that makes and 
marks the classification of the strata in geology. 

So then there must have been two “sports” to. start 
the human race, which makes it twice as hard to be- 
lieve the theory. And this is not the end of the dif- 
ficulty. This is a big world for mofikeys to roam over. 
Yet of all the ten thousand various places in which 
these “two sports” might be born, they must actually 

ibe in the same region in order to mate and start the 
race. Now the law of permutations gets in its work 
on the probability of these two getting together, and 
with the startling remembrance that every high-school 
boy has of the rapidity with which permutations pile 
up improbability, the situation becomes clean out of 
hand; probability flees over the horizon of credulity, 
never to be seen again. But the end is not yet, for of 
all possible affinities just these two must mate, which 
gives. permutations still another twist, as though 
they were not sufficiently involved already. And yet — 
the end is not! For these two “sports” must live at 
the same time. Now, time is a piece of eternity. And 
in this theory of evolution you may cut off just as big 
a piece as you please —there is no limit — and. multiply 
by it the improbability of accounting for man on the 
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theory of evolution. This is no mere absurd ridicule; 
it is exactly what the theory of the evolution of the 
race puts upon us. One of the anticipations of Scrip- 
ture is that the Bible meets this problem at the very 
outset by announcing decidedly in every instance the 
creation of “male and female,” and gives a special 
account of the creation of woman; the possibility of 
missing links is shut out. And it gives this account in 
connection with the story of the trial, because both 
“male and female” were concerned in the trial. 

Now that we have looked in upon primitive man, 
“male and female,” in their environment, we are ready 
to consider how these people could be affected by 
temptation; to consider the two things that always 
condition temptation: the horizon of life and the de- 
sires of the person to be tempted. The biblical account 
of*temptation is sometimes sneered at as trifling, 
childish, kindergarten stuff, bed-time stories, quite be- 
neath the dignity of mankind, and not consistent with 
the majesty of the Creator. 

But what kind of a temptation could come to these 
primitive people? Eve could not be tempted to envy 
her neighbor her better home or fine clothes, for there 
were no houses, and they wore no clothes, and there 
was no neighbor anyway. There was no temptation 
even to ‘gossip, for there was no neighbor to gossip 
with and there was no gossip. Adam could not be 
tempted to speculate in stocks, nor engage in profiteer- 
ing, nor spend his nights out. Nor could temptation for 
him come down the road in a limousine with powder 
on her nose. None of the artificial, complex tempta- 
tions of the presefit day could touch those people; 
such would not come within the horizon of their lives. 
Then their desires were very few and simple. Unholy 
ambition of the ordinary sort in this world could not 
appeal to them, since the whole field was unoccupied, 
and there were no competitors. Greed of gain could not 
be made to stir in them in any such way as it stirs in 
men to-day, for the world was theirs, and there was 
no one from whom to gain anything. Only within the 
narrow circle of the desire to enjoy things, and that 
only about something to tat or to drink were they open 
to approach of temptation. In fact, only such a test 
as that reposed whereby to distinguish between 
good and evil was possible for them. If the Bible gave 
an account of a highly developed temptation such as 
belongs to our complex civilization, the very persons 
who now object to the simplicity and childlikeness of 
the temptation as recounted in the Bible would be the 
first to @enounce such an account as an anachronism, 
as, indeed, absurd and impossible. 

So when we see “primitive man” as the Bible pre- 
sents him, his temptation as the Bible presents it is most 
natural and appropriate, exactly what is to be expected. 

St. Louis. * 
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were poor they did the best they could for our fam- 

ily of six boys and four girls. Being the last of 
the six boys at home I stayed on the farm to help 
father, but at twenty-two not knowing any rules in 
grammar nor tables in arithmetic but with a burning 
desire to be a Christian worker preferably in some 
foreign field, I determined to earn a few dollars and 
try to do something to prepare. 

With forty dollars in my pocket I went to the pastor 
of our country church for advice as to what I could 
do with so little money. He said, “Go to Wheaton 
College in Illinois, just out of Chicago, where they 
have an academy which is training a number of back- 
ward boys like you, and where you can earn your 
way.” I had never heard of Wheaton or its president, 
Charles A. Blanchard, D.D., yet the next day I was 
on the train in Wisconsin en route to a town that 
a few hours before I did not know was on the map. 

Landing in Wheaton at 4 P. M. the president’s home 
was pointed out to me. I boldly started out to see him, 
but as I. neared the gate, the thought of having but 
forty dollars made me lose my nerve, so I walked 
past, with the excuse that I would first look the town 
over, and in half an hour go back and try it again. 

But as I neared the gate again it was harder than 
before, and on I went to look over another part of 
the town, I came back again. and again and again 
many times, and each time it was harder. Nine o’clock 
came, and I gave it up. Going to a drug store I asked 
the druggist, Mr. Luther Hiatt, where I could find 
a hotel. Looking me over and reading me well he 
asked, “Did you you come here to go to school?” I 


| WAS raised in a godly home. “Though my parents 


* had to confess that was what brought me there. 


“Well,” he said, seeing from my clothes I had no 
money for hotels, “go three blocks up the street to 


- Professor Fischer’s. He has room for you.” I was 


graciously received, served with supper, and put to bed. 
The next morning the professor took me up to the 
college to meet the president. He was busy with the 


senior class, but asked if I would go to his home and 
get a package he had forgotten. He took me to the 
window and pointed to the house on the hill, saying, 


“That’s it.” He need not have pointed it out, for I‘ 


knew where it was just as well as he did. 

Insteatl of being back on the farm, here I was mes- 
senger boy to the president of the college, and I liked 
my job, for my boss was so kind, When I got back, 
with the class over, he took me into his office and 
found my forty dollars. He set my mind at rest by 
saying that some’of the best men they had sent out 
came to school with less money than that. 

I found a room, some poor boys to room with, 4ome 
fine people to do chores for at fifteen cents per hour, 
and more work than I could do. Besides, mother’s 
and father’s prayers at home were backing me up. 

One more test I still needed. So two months later 
I was stricken with inflamatory rheumatism for six 
weeks, when the last of the forty dollars was spent. 
But God sent friends, and the money I needed, and I 
resolved if I could come through all that, I could get 
an education, even a full course. 

Instead of going one term, as I had hoped to, I 
stayed seven and a half years, working summers in 
the country and doing work by the hour at. college in 
winters without failing in one study. 

Do you notice the various forks in the road I trav- 
eled? The advice of my country pastor; Mr. Hiatt’s 
word when I gave’ up; Professor Fischer to furnish 
the bed and introduction to the president; the forgot- 
ten package, which made me the president’s messenger 
boy and brought out his kindness; the poor boys and the 
student body whortook me in; the inflammatory rheu- 
matism which took my last dollar but brought a kind 
doctor, friends, and the money needed; work as soon 
as I was able to do it. In seven and a half years I 
finished my course with no debts, ten dollars in cash, a 
ticket to Montana as a missionary of the American 
Sunday School Union, and a chance to have a world- 
wide influence. 
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Friends, will you help the boys and girls who think 
they cannot go to school? Will you write to them at 
school to cheer them on? Will you send them a five 
or ten once in a while? And best of all, will you let 
them know they are on your daily prayer lists?— 
Hugh Cork, Philadelphia, 


we 
Mother’s Night by a Girls’ Class 


NE evening Mrs. Gray’s class of girls held a 

Mother’s Night, each girl inviting her own mother. 
(One father tried to come, but even by donning 
mother’s wrapper and a big floppy hat, he could not 
gain admittance!) The girls had arranged a suit- 
able program of songs and recitations, but the most 
enjoyable part of the evening was an informal telling 
of personal experiences. 

To each girl was given a slip of paper calling for a 
story. For example, one girl was asked to answer 
this: “Describe the prettiest dress your mother ever 
made you,” and another: “Tell some time when you 
wanted your mother very much.” All brought out 
the thought of love and service given by the mother. 

Following this each mother in turn was called upon 
to tell a story of “The funniest thing that happened 
when my children were little.’ One mother told of 
the time the children rode the old cow home after a 
hard rain and she balked in the middle of a good- 
sized pool and refused to budge! This thawed the 
company for games and refreshments—a happy eve- 
ning together.—Mrs. Robert Clark, Lyndon, Vt. 


- 4 ’ 
Willing to Serve in His Place 


AM only a little fellow, but I am a member of the 

Sunday-school and am anxious and willing to serve 
in my place as best I may that the interests of the 
school may be advanced. Can a little chap do any 
more than this? 

One time the superintendent wanted to have a con- 
ference with the teachers about a matter of interest 
to the school, and he asked me to take the word to each 
of them; it brought such good results that he now 
uses me regularly to take the notice of all such meet- 
ings. 

Another time there was to be a special program 
for the school, and I was gif@en the task of carrying 
the announcement of this to every member of the 
school as well as a number of others it was thought 
might be interested in knowing about it. It was 
some task, but I buckled in and did it on-time. 

The superintendent learned of some new families 
that had moved into our district, and he asked me to 
go and invite the young people of these homes to at- 
tend our school, if they were not attending any other. 

When new members enroll as members of any of 
the classes, the teachers use me as a messenger to tell 
them we were pleased to have them become one of us. 

If any of the boys or girls of the school are sick, 
I am the one that is sent with a message of sympathy 
to them, and if they are absent for any other reason 
I am sent to tell them they have been missed and to 
ask them to be on hand the following Sunday. 

Some of the classes get out a weekly bulletin of their, 
work, and one of the teachers thought it would be a 
good scheme to use me for that kind of work, too, so 
I was sent out regularly with their bulletin all over 
my back, something like a “sandwich-man” who carries 
announcements about the streets. 

You see by this that I am kept pretty busy for a 
little fellow, but then as I am only a government postal 
card and the post man carries me in his pack when I 
am sent out, it is not so hard on me after all. It is 
a great thing to be able to help out in any way you 
can, and I believe there is something every member of 
a Sunday-school can do that will be well worth the 
doing, if he only is willing to do the best he can. It 
would be a great thing if every boy and girl would 
adopt my motto, which is, “Do the best you can, wher- 
ever and whenever you can.” Don’t you believe it 
would be worth trying?—Fred Scott Shepherd, To- 


ronto, Can. a 


One Hundred and One Percent 


T THE end of the first Quarter the teacher of the 

. first-year Intermediate boys in the Boulder, Colo., 
Christian Church gave them a party. The price of 
admission was a quarterly with all home work’ for the 
Quarter written up. Every member of the class had 
the price and was present. 

The second Quarter they instituted an honor roll to 
keep track of credits for home-work, Bibles brought, 
memory work, and the like. So far they have had 
100 percent on memory work every Sunday and most 
of the time 100 percent on Bibles. One Sunday they 
had 101 percent on Bibles because one boy had been 
so afraid he would forget his that he put a Bible in 
two pockets; then when the call was made for “Show- 
ing Bibles” he held up one in each hand. Their un- 
usual report that day “brought down the house.”—~ 
Jennie E. Stewart, Boulder, Col. 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 9. JOHN MARK 
Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13: 13; 15: 36-40; Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4: 11; L Peter 5-13. 
Golden Text.—Whatsoevet thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might—Eccl 9¢ 10. . 




















e ¥ Readies: Psalm 32: 1-7. 
The Lesson Pilot T Mark, One of Paul’s Helpers. 


By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as “otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-iace figures at the, end 

of certain pacegrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 

HERE is a current maxim often heard in secu- 

lar circles that “God Almighty hates a quitter.” 

Dr. John MacNeill says in his droll way, in 
one of his sermons, that he is quite certain that the 
men who carried the paralytic to Christ and landed 
him through the roof in the Master’s presence were 
not members of any church committee. He said it 
was his own experience that in the face of such diffi- 
culties regular committeemen usually resigned. Mark 
resigned in a time’of crisis—a very serious offense 
—but he “came back,” and made good as a minister 
to Paul and as a writer who could best tell the world 


of our Lord Jesus Christ in His work as a faithful 


and obedient Servant (Round-Table, 2). 
Our Background Material 

There seems to be no reason for the introduction 
into Mark’s account of the arrest of Jesus, of the 
young man fleeing naked from the captors (Mark 
14:51, 52) unless that young man were Mark him- 
self, the author of the Gospel. Hearing the tramp- 
ing and shouting of the mob passing by the house in 
Jerusalem of his mother, Mary (Acts 12: 12), it seems 
that he had been awakened, had not taken time com- 
pletely to dress, but, hastily throwing a linen cloth 
about him, had become an eye-witness of the seizure 
of the Lord and of his leading away as a lamb to the 
slaughter. Although he may not then have been a 
follower of Christ,“even though suspected by the mob, 
the incident may easily have had much to do with his 
later becoming a disciple and he would look back upon 
it as the outstanding @vent of his life: 


The Lesson Itself 


The little we know of Mark’s life and of his con- 
version (probably through Peter's instrumentality) is 
sketched by Dr. Thomas( I, 1). 

The exact reason for the defection of Mark dur- 
ing the first missionary journey is not given in Scrip- 
ture (compare Round-Table, 1). Some think it was 
cowardice, as the region of Pamphylia was infested 
with robbers. Others think that Mark was not really 
ready for the “foreign field,” so to speak, and that he 
accompanied his cousin Barnabas to Cyprus, the old 
home of the family (Acts 4: 36; 13:4, 13), chiefly for 
pleasure. He was willing perhaps, to take the Gos- 
pel to Jewish Christians who had scattered abroad, 
but not to the Gentiles at large. Rather than go far- 
ther than Perga of Pamphylia, he returned to his 
mother in Jerusalem. He had seemingly forgotten the 
Lord’s word, “He that loveth . . . mother more than 
me is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10:37). Mark had 
gone along on this journey as a minister, doubt- 
less attending to the detailed duties of travel 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 2). Paul’s objection was that “he 
went not with them to the work” (Acts 15:38). He 
did not exhibit a real zeal and love for missionary 
work as such (compare Dr, Thomas, I, 3). 

It is hard to think that Paul would give way to a 
“paroxysm” (Acts 15:39), which is the Greek word 
used to describe his “contention” with Barnabas when 
it was proposed to take Mark along on the second 
missionary tour, if the only objection had been a yield- 
ing to fear on Mark’s part. There seems to be a 
great deal of force in the argument of the writer 
quoted by Dr. Thomas (I, 3) that Paul feared that 

* truth was at stake, that the preaching of the pure Gos- 
pel of a free salvation for the Gentiles apart from 
Jewish ordinances would be endangered if John Mark 
were to go along this time. Would not Paul the tact- 
ful, the man who made it a point to be “all things to 
all men,” have been ready to give the weak brother 
another trial, if a sudden exhibition of cowardice had 
been the only thing in the way? But he could not 
take any risk in sacrificing vital truth. Both Peter 
and Barnabas (Gal. 2:13, 14) had failures at this 
point ; how much more was the young and unripe Mark 
a factor of danger until he proved a change of heart? 

The separation of Paul and Barnabas over Mark is 
all too often to-day reglled as a_ sweet morsel of justi- 
fication under the tongues of Christian brethren who 
have separated from each other. If such saints and 
apostles as Paul and Barnabas quarreled, how much 
more must we of an unapostolic era do so? Have 
you ever héard this excuse? The important part of 
the history of this early difference between brethren 

is that they “forgot it.” The breach was healed. Mark 

was disciplined as a result of the trouble, and “came 
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Memory Verse: Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.—Eccl. 9: 10. 
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The_ portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee ior printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 12: 12, 2§ to 13:, 5; 15: 36-40; 2 Tim. 4: 1 


Acts 12:12 And when he had considered the thing, he 
came to the house of Mary the mother of John whose sur- 
mame was Mark; where many were gathered together and 
were praying. 

12:25 And Barnabas and Saul returned 1 from Jerusalem, 
when they had fulfilled their mizxistration, taking with 
them John whose surname was Mark. 


13:1 Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was 
there, prophets and teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen the 
foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 And 
as they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them. Then, when they, had 
fasted and prayed and laid their haids on them, they 
sent them away. . 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went 
down to Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus. 
S And when they were at Salamis, they proclaimed the 
word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they 
had also John as their attendant. 

15 : 36 And after some days Paul said unto Barnabas, Let 
us return now and visit the brethren in every city wherein 
we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they fare. 
37 And Barnabas was minded to take with them John also, 
who was called Mark. 38 But Paul thought not good 
to take with them him who withdrew from them from 
Pamphylia, and went not with them to the work. .3% And 
there arose a sharp contention, so that they parted asunder 
one from the other, and Barnabas took Markéwith him, 
and sailed away unto Cyprus; 40 but Paul chose Silas, 
and went forth, being commended by the brethren to the 
grace of the Lord. 

2 Timothy 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee; for he is useful to me for ministering. 





1 Many ancient authorities read to Jerusalem. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








through” (Mrs. Askew, 5). Paul used him, and 
found him “profitable” and a “comfort” (Dr. Thomas, 
I, 5, 6). John Mark, the man who wrote the Gospel 
especially adapted to the Roman mind, the man un- 
doubtedly familiar with the Latin language, was likely 
to be especially “profitable” in preaching at Rome where 
Paul was living when he desired Timothy to “bring 
Mark” (2 Tim. 4:11). Paul, however, was never 
associated again in work with Barnabas, though he 
speaks kindly of his old fellow-worker (Col. 4: 10, 
11), and the reference indicates that God had not set 
hqgae aside, but had continued to use and bless 
him. 

The Church fathers declare that Mark was “in- 
terpreter” to Peter. He was “one who expresses and 
clothes in words the testimony of another.” Peter 
was Mark’s authority for the events recorded in 
Mark’s Gospel. Peter is brought constantly to the 
front, Mark evidently wishing to have the apostle in 
view as his authority, as in 1:36; 5:37; 11: 20-26; 
13:3. The Galilean viewpoint is evident, and Peter 
was a Galilean; for instance, Herod is referred to as 
“King” not “tetrarch” (6:14); Galilee’s stretch of 
water is called a “sea” (5:1) not a “lake” as by Luke, 
who was more familiar, it is believed, with larger 
bodies of water. Mark was guided by the eye-witness 
of Peter to speak of such details as “the green grass” 
(6: 30); “the pillow of the ship” (4:38); “the colt 
tied by the door without in a place where two ways 
met” (11:14), and many others. 

The Syriac version and many Greek MSS. of Mark 
state that the book was written in Rome. The best 
evidence is believed, however, to contradict this state- 
ment. Mark’s assumption that his readers were ac- 
quainted with Jewish localities is opposed to the idea 
that he wrote it at Rome. It is more probable that 
he wrote it in connection with the Roman Caesarea, 
the scene of Peter’s early preachipg. Important par- 
ra about Mark’s Gospel are given by Dr. Thomas 

» a). 


The Truth That is Golden 


Schism in the early church was declared not to be 
in the plan of God. In his first letter to the Corinth- 
ians Paul pictured the absurdity of one part of the 
human body refusing to act in harmony with any 





other member. “If the foot shall say, Because I am 
not the hand, I am not of the body; it is not there- 
fore not of the body. . . . If they were all one mem- 
ber, where were the body?” (1 Cor. 12: 15-19.) Paul 
was referring to divisions in the church at Corinth 
that had crept in over the exaltation of some gifts of 
the Spirit above others. And he concludes “that there 
should be no schism in the body” (1 Cor. 12:25). 

_ It is a lamentable fact that the Christian Church 
is to-day full of divisions, of separations of brethren 
from each other. It is true this condition is not due 
exactly to the same causes that rent Corinth, but 
schism for any cause is a grief to God and hinders 
the outpouring of his Spirit through the body of 
Christ functioning as an entity. The. remedy is at 
hand, presented by our Lord himself for the settle- 
ment of differences among brethren. “If thy brother 
shall trespass against thee . . . tell him his fault be- 
tween thee and him alone. .. . If he will not hear thee, 


then take with thee one or two more” (Matt. 19: 15-- 


17). Surely Paul and Barnabas used this plan. 


Teaching Points 

The man who failed two apostles in a crisis time 

became one of the greatest leaders of the early church, 
and died a martyr’s death. A single or even repeated 
failure does not mean that opportunity of service is 
gone forever (Dr. Ellis; Mr. Smith). 
_ John Mark specialized in “attending” and “minister- 
ing” (Mr. Howard). And God chose him who was 
such a good and faithful servant to write the Gospel 
which pictures the incarnate Son of God as the faith- 
ful and obedient servant! (Family Worship for Wed- 
nesday). The keyword of that Gospel is “straight- 
way,” a servant word, which Mark uses forty-one 
times. 

Mark was “raised” in an atmosphere of prayer 
(Family Worship for Monday; Mrs. Hodgson). 
Questions for Study and Discussion é 

How do we know Mark was a young man? (Mrs. 
Askew, 1, 2, 3.) 

What do you think caused Mark’s defection during 
the first apostolic missionary journey? (Mrs. Askew, 
4.) 

. __— the Scripture evidence that Mark “came 

ack. . 

What is the purpose of Mark’s Gospel? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Aim.—Every lesson and teaching 
process is conditioned and determined by the. 
aim of teacher and pupil. 











OHN MARK is noteworthy in the apostolic record 
for having caused a controversy between Paul 
xand Barnabas that resulted in their separation 
henceforth in the work of the Lord. Just why Mark 
left them at Perga in phylia and returned to 
Jerusalem when they were 6n that first journey, the 
Word itself does not say, but evidently Paul re- 
garded it as a more serious breach than did Barna- 
bas. Taking the whole circumstance, however, in 
connection with the fact that in the hour of his de- 
parture Paul said that he had found Mark profitable 
in ministry, it is evident that it is not necessary in the 
teaching of the lesson to dwell, as we may be led to 
do, upon the fact of this controversy, using it as a 
basis, as some do, in justifying the unfortunate dif- 
ferences which even to-day, on the part of good men, 
disturb the peace of the Church. There are at least 
two other facts outstanding in relation to John Mark 
himself that it should be our aim to stress. One is 
that a single or éven a repeated failure does not mean 
that opportunity of right doing or of service is 
gone forever. The other is the divine side of the 
same truth, namely, the abounding grace of God that 
gives us ever a new call and a new chance. If John 
Mark was a young man who failed and afterward 
made good, on the testimony of so good a judge as 
Paul, then why lose hope and courage? God is as 
real and as near and as gracious as ever. May it not 
be a worthy aim to get this across to men and women, 
old and young, in an age that contributes increasing 
thousands to the suicide’s grave every year, not all 
of them by any means past tHe age of maturity? 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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Lesson for September @ 
John Mark 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. | 








Life. “Mark’* was a Latin surname, his Jewish 
am being John, meaning “the grace of cs? The 
two names are found together in Acts 12:12, 25; 
15: 37; and then “John” alone.in Acts 13:5, 13, with 
“Mark” alone in Acts 15:39 and thenceforward. He 
was the son of a Jewish woman, Mary of Jerusalem 
(Acts 12:12). Of his father we know nothing, but 
Barnabas was his cousin (not uncle). Some think he 
was the “young maf” mentioned in Mark 14:51. 
His mother’s house seems to have been a center for 
Christians (Acts 12:12). Perhaps Mark was led to 
Christ through Peter (“my son,” 1 Pet. 5: 13), though 
this may only have been an indication of intimacy. (1) 

Work (Acts 12:25 to 13:13). Mark’s association 
with Barnabas was natural, and when the time came 
for the first missionary journey, Mark became. the 
attendant of Barnabas and Saul. What this precisely 
means is unknown, though he was probably an assist- 
ant in making arrangements rather than a teacher. 
It is not difficult to understand the interest with 
which Mark would follow the work of two such able 
men as his cousin and Paul, and the experience thus 
gained must have been very valuable. (2) 

Failure (Acts 13:13). At Perga in Pamphylia, 
Mark left Barnabas and Saul, and for some reason, 
of which we know nothing, returned to his home in 
Jerusalem. From Perga the work would be particu- 
larly difficult, though it is perhaps hardly likely that 
this alone led to Mark shrinking from perils in the 
interior of Asia Minor (2 Cor. 11:26). The Inter- 
national Standard Bible Encyclopedia thinks that 
Mark objected to the offer of salvation to the Gen- 
tiles on condition of faith alone, and says there are 
hints that Mark’s family, like Paul’s, were Hebrews 
of the Hebrews, and it is thought to be significant 


that in Acts 13:5, 13 he is given only his Hebrew’ 


name. This would imply that the explanation may be 
found in what happened at Paphos, when the Roman 
governor became a believer. At that time Paul 
stepped to the front, and almost always afterwards 
the old order gives place to the new one,—“Paul and 
Barnabas,” instead of “Barnabas and Saul.” (3) 
Check (Acts 15: 36, 38). When it was proposed to 
visit these churches again, Barnabas naturally wished 
his cousin to accompany them, but Paul objected to 
this; and as the terms of his remonstrance are very 
strong, it has deen suggested in the above article 
that the question of free salvation to the Gentiles was 
the cause of the trouble, since that subject stirred 
Paul’s feelings more deeply than anything else. 
Either before or after this time even Barnabas him- 
self betrayed weakness on this point (Gal. 2:13), 
and it is not altogether surprising that, with par- 
tiality for his relative, who was presumably the older 
man, Mark did not like to see Barnabas ~taking the 
second place. -As we have already seen in connection 
with Barnabas, he anf Paul were both right in regard 
to Mark, from different points of view, though both 
were manifestly wrong in allowing their tempers to 
_get the better of them. . 
Sympathy (Acts 15:39). Barnabas thereupon went 
to his own home, Cyprus, taking Mark with him, 
and this fresh opportunity was a striking instance 
of the tenderness and large-heartedness of Barnabas, 
thinking that Mark would, after all, “make good.” (4) 


Training. Nothing more is~heard of Mark for 
several years, though it is clear from the sequel 
that the kindness of his cousin proved to be a great 
blessing to him. But the refusal of Paul must also 
have been a factor in the discipline, so that the ten- 
derness and severity both helped to make him what 
he became. (5) 

Victory (Col. 4:10; 2 Tim. 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:13). 
It was about eleven years before Mark is heard of 
again, and the fact that he is at Rome with Paul 
(Philemon 24) shows that the breach was healed. He 
was one of the faithful few among the Jewish 
Christians (Col. 4:11), and is described as a “fel- 
low-worker” with Paul, and a “comfort.” It is 
probable that the reference to him in 1 Peter dates 
from a time after Paul’s death, though some think it 
was before that event. (6) 


Devotional Reading:—Psalm 32:1-7. It is a little 
difficult to see why this Psalm of David’s penitence 
should be used in connection with Mark. (1) The 
sin detailed, verses 1, 2; (2) the misery depicted, 
verses 3, 4; (3) the recovery described, verse 5a; 
(4) the mercy declared, verses 5-7; (5) the bless- 
ings delineated, verses 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11. 


Books.—All commentaries on Mark’s Gospel give 
a brief account~of his life. See especially “The 
Gospel of Mark,” by. Erdman (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $1). . The article in the International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Howard-Severance 
Co., Chicago, sold by subscription only) mentioned 
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above is by Dr. Farmer, and is very valuable. Rob- 
ertson’s “Studies in Mark’s Gospel” (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1, net), the first chapter of 
which was issued in this paper, May 4, 1918. (Mathe- 
son's “Representative Men of the New Testament” 
(George H. Doran Co., New York, $1.25, net); 
“The Portraiture of Jesus in the Gospels,” Chap. 2, 
Mark, by A. L. Vail (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 75 cts.). 


Il The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior:Warning and Encour- 
agement from the Life of Mark. Taking both as- 
pects together, we notice the following elements in 
his life: (1) Faith, clearly indicated by his disciple- 
ship; (2) fear, if this was the cause of his return 
home; (3) fickieness, in not continuing God’s work; 
(4) faithlessness, not loyal to the will of God; (5) 
forcefulness: there must have been something worth 
while in the man, as seen by his recovery; (6) faith- 
fulness, during the years between Paul’s refusal of 
him and his approval; (7) fellowship, especially with 
two such outstanding men as Peter and Paul. 


2. Young People and Adults: Mark’s Contribution 
to Christianity. This is particularly seen in the Gos- 
pel that bears his name. There is practically no doubt 
that it represents the teaching and influence of Peter. 
Tradition mentions this, and the Gospel itself confirms 
the idea. It has been remarked that the scope of the 
Gaspel corresponds to the outline of Peter’s address 
to Cornelius (Acts 10: 37-41), and that the book is in 
harmony with Peter’s character. It has also been 
suggested that Mark 10: 45 gives a good idea of the 
Gospel. It was for Gentiles rather than for Jews, 
and one special element in it suggests that it was in- 
tended for Romans. The dominant thought of the 
Romans was that of power, and a special feature of 
the Gospel emphasizes the activity of Christ, his 
deeds rather than his words. The great Roman, 
Julius Caesar frequently uses the word “swiftly” in his 
“Commentaries on the Gallic Wars,” and in Mark’s 
Gospel the word “straightway” is found very often. 
But the most important point is the clear reference 
in the Gospel to the great idea of Isaiah known as 
“the Servant of Jehovah” (Isa. 52:13 to 53: 12), and 
there is a special appropriateness in Mark, who was a 
servant to Barnabas, Paul and Peter having depicted 
our Lord as the Divine Servant. (For fuller details 
see the booklet, “How to Study the Gospel of Mark,” 
by the present writer, The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia, 3 cents each, $2 a hundred. 
Careful attention should also be paid to Dr. Robert- 
son’s book mentioned above.) (7) 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text contains a very appropriate 
message to the circumstances and life of Mark and to 
all whp have work to do. 

1. Personality—“thy hand.” This means _ that 
each one of us has something to do that no one else 
can do. Mark alone has this thought when he says, 
“To each one his work” (Mark 13: 34). 

2. Work —“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do.” 








Lesson Calendar 


1. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3:1-17; 11 : 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1: 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life of John the Baptist.) 


2. July 8—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ...Matthew 1:18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2:1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
. 19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, fhe Mother 


of Jesus.) 

3. July 15.—Simon Peter ...John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 

: 22; 14: 28-31; 1731-13; Luke 5§: 1-10; 22: 31-34, 54-62; 
John 18:10, 113; 20: 1-10; 21 : 1-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; 1§: 7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22.—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 : 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13°: 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Life of John 
the Apostle.) 

5. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

‘ Matthew 9: 9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8 :1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19: 25; 20: 1-18 

7. August 12—Martha and Mary 

Luke 10: 38-42; John 1:1 to 12:8; Mark 14:3-9 
August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8: 3; 22:20 
. August 26—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 

36, 373 9 : 26-30; 11 : 19-30; 12: 25; 13:1 to 15:12, 35-413 
Galatians 2: 13 

10. September 2—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 

9 21-31; 11 : 25-30; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12 : 12, 25 to 13 : 13; 15: 
36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter 5: 
13 

12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1: 1-5; 16: 9-18; Colossians 4:14; 2 Timethy 4:11 

13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 
3:14, 15 

14. September 30.—Review: 

Great Men and Women of the New Testament 


e 


Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
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This calls attention to service as the best way of 
proving the reality of our life. As already seen, the 
Gospel is full of Christ’s service, and Mark himself 
was & “servant.” 

3. Effort —“do it with thy might.” We are to put 
every power into our work, and not to allow ourselves 
to be drawn aside by any reason whatever. As Charles 
Wesley well put it: 

“That all my powers with all their might 
In thy sole glory may unite.” 


IV. Leading Questions 

Consider the possible reasons for Mark's turning 
back from the work. 4 

Allustrate trom “Mark himself as a servant his pic- 

ture of Christ as the Servant of God. 
_ Marks Gospet nas as one of its _ churacteristic 
words “straightway,” or immediately.” Show how 
this illustrates Peter’s character, and also Mark 14: 
51, 52. 

Distinguish the elements of right and wrong in the 
controversy between Paul and Barnabas. Illustrate 
Mark’s unstea@diness and subsequent stability from 
texts in 1 Peter about steadfastness. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Mrs. Homera Hodgson 


ANY a young missionary has been sent forth 

from homes where prayer-meetings are held. 
John Mark had the right atmosphere from childhood. 
Perhaps like a plant in a hothouse, his spiritual growth 
was somewhat artificial and could not stand the cold 
breezes of stern experience in missionary work; yet 
in the end the power of those prayer-meetings con- 
quered, and the veteran Paul desired his presence, “for 
he is profitable unto me.” 

There would be fewer failures to-day in the mission 
fields if there were more prayer-meetings in the homes. 
Prayer was under God the power which set free the 
great missionary from prison (Acts 12), and prayer 
scent forth those three others from Antioch, with whom 
went John Mark (Acts 13). Prayer still loosens the 
bonds of those circumstances which seem like Herod's 
chains, and prayer thrusts forth mighty laborers into 
the harvest. Then why do we give so little time to 
prayer? 

Unprayed for, the missionary feels like a diver at 
the bottom of the ocean, with no one to pump air 
down to him, or hold the ropes by which he must 
ascénd. And so every imp of hell works with feverish 
energy to keep us from our knees! Lack of love, 
lack of interest, lack of generosity, and energy for 
— are all because of our lack of prayer. Pray 
ye 

Nracara Fatts, Can. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Influence.—Barnabas and Saul returned from Jeru- 
salem, taking with them John... Mark (Acts 12: 25). 
“Two Knights of the Cross and their Squire,” as Cer- 
vantes swould say, even though the youthful Squire 
may not have been a Sancho Panza in any particular. 
We could also say that John Mark enters Hard Knocks 
Academy whose Head Master was Paul and whose 
Principal was Prof. Barnabas. Or as we say in the 
shop, “the new apprentice.” We are in this verse 
witnessing one of the monumental men of history be- 
ginning his career. The man for whom the greatest 
basilica in the world is named, St. Mark’s in Venice, not 
to speak of the myriad “St. Mark’s” all over the Chris- 
tian world. The ignominious failure. You fellows 
would say John Mark needed warm socks. In other 
warfare than Christian warfare the John Marks are 
shot at sunrise. Youth is most uncertain material. 
You never know what a boy is going to do or what 
a boy is going to be. He takes in everything, and even 
though he seems “as hard as nuts” he is usually as 
soft as clay. Forgets nothing and is impressed by 
everything. The things you know best and the im- 
pressions that are the sharpest are those of boyhood 
and girlhood. That is why you will move heaven and 
earth to keep your boy and girl under the fine influence 
of church and Sunday-school. If you are not a fool. 
Yes, and Mark made a bad break, but even that little 
while with Paul and Barnabas made the man of him. 
No pliable youth could come against a man like Paul 
without becoming Pauline. You and I do it in his 
mere words. How much more wonderfully would we 
do it in his person? John Mark camped with Paul 
and Barnabas under the stars. You “get next” the 
one you travel with. Mark might break down, even 
good mills do that, but he couldn’t be scrapped! 


The Denominations.—Pau! thought not good -to 
take with them him who withdrew from them (15: 
38). The best of men, like the best of girls, have 
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their little spats or tiffs or scraps or argu- 
ments or whatever you choose to call a 
peppery disagreement. The firm of Paul 
and Barnabas is not the last one to dis- 
solve partnership because the men were 
high strung and high grade. The heroes 
of the old book are not “softies,” as 
some fellows suppose religious folks are 
apt to be, but are real men of “sand” 
and spunk and backbone, with the frail- 
ties of other men. I have just been 
reading Ring Lardner on “Home.” He 
says “Home” is the place where you can 
ask for more soup. Where you can take 
off your shoes. Where they know you like 
doughnuts. Where you can pan each 
other “without going no farther.” True 
friendship is just like that. With real 
friends love is not a continual “Yes,” 
“Yes,” so Paul and Barnabas being old- 
time true friends had each his little say 
and decided to split, carrying with him 
his self and mutual respect. Christ’s fol- 
lowers have been splitting ever since, and 
often. with just about as much excuse. 
It is thus we have the several different 
sorts of Methodists, Presbyterians, Luth- 
erans, Quakers, and so forth. Is there 
a Christian society of any long existence 
that has not had a difference and a part- 
ing and the sep ration—an_ individual 
Mark kind of affair? Paul and Bar- 
nabas separated on a personality. I won- 
der if not after all, most divisions are 
not of the same sort. Yet religion is 
bigger than the biggest man that ever led 
a sect. “It is a good thing not to be 
too quick on the trigger,” as Uncle Billy 
Watson says (John 17: 20-23). 


Failures.— Take Mark, and bring him 
with thee; for he is useful to me (2 Tim. 
4:11). Paul and Mark are all right 
now, you see. So what was the sense 
of the split? Time straightens out things. 
So why fly off the handle? Did Paul 
make a mistake in being “too previous” 
in the matter of Mark? Or do you 
think the “firing” of Mark made a “reg- 
ular brick” out of him? Let the mothers 
who have a boy to raise take the side 
_of Mark and the dads take the side of 
Paul. Lots to say on both sides. Every 
employer has a man or two he has had 
to discharge a time or two before he 
could use,Paul’s formula, “He is useful 
to me.” It brings the fellow who has 
lots of good in him to his proper self 
when he is ignominiously discharged. It 
sets him down to some real thinking, and 
usually makes a useful “Mark” out of 
him. We are boosted upward by the 
recoil of our mistakes if we are good 
stuff and have not lost our elasticity. 
David. Peter. In an address to the pris- 
oners of the New York Penitentiary Gov- 
ernor Seymour said that in looking back 
over his long life he found he could not 
have afforded to miss a single one of his 
many mistakes. I say, “Amen!” How is 
it with you? Most successful men have 
started life with a breakdown, — as I have 
before pointed out. Disraeli failed in his 
first address in Parliament. Henry Ford 
failed in automobiles. Wrigley in ehew- 
ing gum. “Darius Green” in flying ma- 
chines. Those who claim to know say 
ninety percent of the men who start in 
business for themselves fail. 
it figure out locally? How many busi- 
ness failures do you know when the busi- 
ness adventures started out with God 
for a partner? You go ahead and name 
the failures and I will name the successes. 
Perhaps Mark’s “failure” was not so 
much of a failure after all, 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson.—Not every fellow 
can be captain of the team, not every girl 
can be president of her class. A good 
many of us in this world are likely to go 
along as helpers of some one else,~and 
we need not be troubled by that half as 
much as we sometimes are. Some of us 
get restless and unhappy if we cannot 
be first in everything. The man about 
whom we have been studying to-day, John 


Mark, is brought to us ‘in our les- 
son as a helper to Paul and Bar- 
nabas. For we are told when these two 
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evangelists were at Salamis “they had 
also John as their attendant.” Again 
when Paul was writing to Timothy he 
said: “Take Mark and bring him with 
thee, for he is useful to me for minister- 
ing.” Will you look at those two words 
for a moment, “attendant” and “minister- 
ing”? Here was a man who just went 
along to do what he could. He probably 
little knew at the time what a work he 
was doing, while he was helping Paul 
and Barnabas. How would you feel if a 
man like Paul should send for you, and 
could say that you were useful to him? 
As we now look over the history we see 
what a wonderful place John Mark had 
in God’s plan for the early church, 

Let us not be so troubled about taking 
second place, or just, going along as 
helpers. Is there any bigger thing we 
can do than to be useful for ministering? 
Let us be thankful if God uses us at all, 
and let us be grateful to him for. decid- 
ing in what place we can be most useful, 
no matter whether we are widely known 








How does | 











or not. Let us pray. 
AM I 
USEFUL FOR MINISTERING ? 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Come, Thou Almighty King.”. 
“Pass me not, O gentle Saviour.” 
“We have heard the joyful sound.” 
“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.” 
“In the Cross of Christ I glory’.’ 
“Listen to the voice of Jesus.” 
“There is a green hill far away.” 
“Jesus shall reign.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Whosoever Calleth” (yo : 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-11; Romans 10: 13. 
“From God the Victory” (33 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 1-3, 46-59. 
“Fear Thou Not” (246: 1-3). Psalm 119 : 33-40. 
“The Story of Thy Love” (294 : 2, 3): 
Psalm 145 : 7-21. 
I, 3). 
Psalm 22 : 26-31. 


“All Earth to Him” (42: 





The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in etempe. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good suptratiane are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference + be given to illustrations on 
that portion of che {eesem tent t indicated in 
lesson list a the hg “Print 


INustrations on other verses 
Golden Text are specially desired, "th house 
some on the Golden Text are 


Never Retire.—John departed from 
them and returned to Jerusalem (Acts 
13:13). Mr. Lloyd George tells the fol- 
lowing story: “A Welsh preacher mar- 
ried a rich wife, and soon dropped out 
of active service. He went traveling one 
day, and got into a railway carriage with 
two Welsh women and an Englishman. 
The women were so deferential to the 
newcomer that the Englishman’s interest 
was aroused, and at ‘the first opportun- 
ity he asked them if he were ‘the squire.’ 
They answered, ‘No, sir, he is not the 
squire. He’s a—he’ s a retired Christian, 
sir.’—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. (1) 


Better than Fireworks.—Him who 
withdrew ... and went not with them to 
the work (15:38). Every once in a 
while I am told that such and such bril- 
liant man or woman has come into our 
congregation, and that he or she will 
likely prove a great acquisition. I con- 
fess that it is a bait at which I nibble 
less than I used to. If I want a light to 
read by, I would rather have a good, 
long tallow dip than a streak of light- | 
ning.—From Charles. H.. Parkhurst, D.D. | 
Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn., 


Forget It!—Take Mark and bring him 
with thee; for he is useful to me for 
ministering (2 Tim. 4: 11). No mention | 
by Paul of the place in life and the rec- 
ords in service beforetime where Mark > 
fell down. Such forgetting and whole-' 
hearted appreciative treatment when the! 


~ ‘The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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one who had failed makes good is for us 
to follow. 


“If you seé a tall fellow ahead of a crowd, 

A leader of men, marching fearless and 
proud; 

And you know of a tale, whose mere telling 
aloud 

Would cause his proud head to be mourn- 
fully bowed, 

It’s a pretty good plan to forget it.” 


—Sent by Arthur W. Brown, Camlachie, 
Ont. (2) 


Which Do You Prefer.—Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might (Golden Text). “Oh, dear!” said 
one girl to another, “don’t you wish you 
never had to do anything that. you didn’t 
like?” The other thought a moment. “I 
don’t know,” she said. “I think I’d rather 
like everything that I have to do.” ‘These 
two wishes showéd the difference between 
the two girls—From the Christian Age. 
Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


Which Are We Doing ?—W hatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might (Golden Text). A child implied 
a keen but well-deserved criticism when 
looking at a picture of a lifeboat rescuing 
some drowning man. She said, “Papa, 
are those men shaking hands with the 
drowning sailor, or are they trying to lift 
him into the boat?” If we would save 
men, our touch must be so wholehearted 
that nobody can misunderstand it.—From 
A. B. Simpson, in the Alliance Weekly. 
Sent by Mrs. H. T, Jackson, Fresno, Cal. 
Prize illustration. a 


Are We in Her Class?—Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might (Golden Text). A Chinese lady 
of fourscore years, body worn with suf- 
fering but face radiant, was told that she 
must take it easy and rest more. This 
was her reply, in substance: “We rest 
when we go to heaven. See, I am still 
strong. I can work. With this cane I 
can walk a little. On Monday I go out 


“| on the street and walk until I find some 





one to whom I can -talk about Jesus. On 
| Tuesday I go to the women’s prayer- 
meeting, and always try to speak a word 
for Jesus: On Thursday I go.to the 
house of a young Christian and teach her 
, the ‘Peep of Day.’ On Friday I teach 
another woman to read about Jesus. On 
Saturday I go out and invite people to 
come to church the next day, and on Sun- 
day I go to church to learn more about 
Jesus myself.” This woman numbers her 
converts by hundreds.—From the Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by W. E. Grif- 
fin, Atlantic City, N. J. 


\e 
For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner : 


ESSON Teacuinc.—A true helper 
must learn to be faithful. 
Review.—Let us name three Marys of 
the Bible. Use pictures to recall Mary, 
the -faithful mother; Mary Magdalene, 
who faithfully carried the message, He 
is risen; also Mary of Bethany, who 
anointed Jesus with her percious perfume. 
To-day’s story mentions another Mary. 
Let us name two Johns of the Bible. 
One was the baby John, whose father, 
Zacharias, talked with an angel in the 
temple. This baby grew to be John the 
Baptist, who preached by the Jordan and 
baptized his cousin, Jesus. The other 
John was the fisherman who became one 
of the faithful disciples. 
“Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum; - 
Two pairs of brothers: who lived by the sea, 
Jesus said unto them, Follow me.” 


All of these proved to be faithful 
friends of Jesus. 

After Jesus went back to heaven other 
helpers joined these friends to spread the 
good tidings: Stephen helped to look 
after the poor; Barnabas sold a_ field 
and brought the money to share’ with 
others; Saul was changed on the way to 
Damascus, and became a most helpful 
helper, his name being changed to Paul. 


Lesson Story.— Barnabas had a sister 
named Mary who lived in the big city of 
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Lesson for September 9 
John Mark 


Jerusalem. The followers of Jesus often 
met in Mary’s home for prayer and wor- 
ship. Mary had a son, named John Mark. 
To-day’s story is about him. 

Of course, when Barnabas visited Je- 
rusalem, he would see his sister and her 
family. Perhaps he stayed there. One 
time Barnabas and Paul carried some 
money to Jerusalem for the poor people 
in the church. When they returned to 
Antioch, Barnabas took his eephew, John 
Mark, who became their helpe: 

‘When Barnabas and Paul . iP their 
missionary journey, John Mark wanted 
to go with his uncle, Barnabas, to the 
island of Cyprus, where his mother, 
Mary, may have lived when a child. 
John Mark traveled with Barnabas and 
Paul, all the time they spent in Cyprus: 
He crossed with them to the mainland in 
a ship. Then he wanted to go back to 
Jerusalem where his mother, Mary, lived, 
so he left his uncle, Barnabas, and Paul 
to continue their journey without him. 
Paul didn’t like that, for he wanted his 
helper to be faithful all the time. 

After a while Barnabas and Paul re- 
turned to Antioch. Several years passed, 
then one day Paul said to Barnabas, Let 
us go again to visit those places where 
we preached during our first journey. 
Let us find out how those people are get- 
ting along. 

Barnabas was pleased, but he said, Let 
us take John Mark with us again. Paul 
said, He must not go. He left us the 
other time, and did not go with us to 
the work. It is not best to take him 
again. But Uncle Barnabas was deter- 
mined to take him. Paul and Barnabas 
disagreed so much that they separated. 
Barnabas took his nephew, John Mark, 
and they sailed away to Cyprus, where 
their relatives had lived. ; 

Paul chose Silas to be his companion. 
They did not go to Cyprus at all, but 
made a wonderful trip on the mainland. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bibie Stories” 








John -Markt, 
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But that was not the last that the 
Rible tells about John Mark. Somewhere 
he must have met Paul agair, and be- 
come a true atid faithful helper. He 
must have told Paul that he was sorry, 
and would like to be trusted again. When 
Paul wrote a l-:tter to one of his churches 
he said, If Mark comes to you, salute 
him as a friend. 

Another time when Paul was in prison 
he. wrote his friend Timothy and said, 
When you come to see me, bring Mark 
with you, for he is a very cata helper 
to me. Perhaps Mark helped Paul with 
his writing. 
meaning of our memory verse, “What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might.” 

It was this same John Mark who wrote 
one of the four Gospel stories about 
Jesus which has been kept in the New 
Testament. Matthew, the tax-gatherer, 
wrote one story, Mark wrote another, 
John, the beloved apostle, wrote another. 
Next Sunday we will talk about another 
man who wrote the story of Jesus, too. 
Perhaps Paul was the friend who told 
Mark many of the things which he wrote 
in his Gospel. John Mark was never 
a quitter again. 

“Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.” 


PeoriA, IL, 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Hot Dog. 

Discussion: Does an early failure in a 
project or in a life have any value? 
What is it? How should the value be 
utilized? In my own case? In the case 
of another? What were the principal 
factors in John Mark’s final success? 

Objective: Turning to the real Elder 
Brother. 








John Mark learned the}: 





with great enthusiasm, but there came 
long sea voyages, long, rough roads up 
hill and down hill, nights of footsore 
sleeplessness and weariness; there came 
hunger, cold and heat, threats and mock- 
ings; and John Mark simply lost heart. 
The great vision of achievement for the 
Master faded away in memories of com- 
forts back home, and John Mark rose up 
in the camp one morning and told Bar- 
nabas. he was quitting and going back. 
What wonder that, when planning their 
second journey and John Mark’s name 
was proposed, Paul protested? 

John Mark, with his second chance, 
made good, — made gloriously good. Paul 
himself later declared he had made good. 
And John Mark became the highly hon- 
ored writer. of the second Gospel, — the 
Gospel of Mark,—with his own name 
chiseled deep into the history of the 
church of Jesus Christ. 

And, fellows, you could hardly get this 
far in the story without thinking of the 
biggest thing that can come into your 
life. It is the consciousness that there 
stands beside you your Elder Brother, 
even Jesus, God’s Son, with all power, 
with all love and devotion to your every 
interest and all knowledge of your every 
need, ready — yea, longing to help. “All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way ; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.” And this turns night into morn- 
ing, and sorrow into joy, and failure into 
success! Thank God for a Big Brother |, 


. like that! 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. The youngest man of the New, Tes- 
tament. 


2. How he keft his stewardship. 














AY, fellows, the manager of a well- 

known and popular hotel told of his 
first business venture. When not much 
more than a lad, he conceived the idea 
that he could make money selling sand- 
wiches and soft drinks in the narrow 
space between two stores on the main 
street. Nobody to whom he confided his 
plan seemed enthusiastic over it, but he 
refused to be discouraged. The stand 
was started on borrowed money, and 
pretty soon the air for twenty-five yards 
north and south of that spot on Main 
Street was flavored with a blend of pop- 


| corn, coffee, and “hot dog.” 


Matters went well, and this little joint 
became a popular stopping-place for 
passers-by. But with the first flush of 
profits came also new temptations so al- 
luring as to overshadow the business am- 
bition. An assistant, left in charge much 
of the time, had no higher aim than to 
eat all he could and draw his wages, and 
very suddenly one morning the budding 
young proprietor found himself a bank- 
rupt—the business gone to smash. 

It was a crisis —a time “when a feller 
needs a friend,” but none was at hand. 
The other fellows laughed. Some openly 
avowed they had confidently expected 
such a “bust.” However, a friend did 
appear on the scene. He was the boy’s 
older brother—a careful, upright sort 
of a chap, who the bankrupt guiltily 
thought was judging him most harshly of 
all. “Now, old mani,” he said to the boy, 
“you had a good thing, and you simply 
slipped. I believe you have seen your 
mistake, and can make good yet. I’ve 
got a couple of hundred. saved —~ more 
than enough to give you a new Start. 
Draw on me and go to it. I'll back you, 
because I believe you've got the stuff in 
you to succeed.” 

It was the turning-point of that boy’s 
career. His big hotel is‘the “last word” 
in modern equipment and service. Every 
day there’s a long waiting line at the 
room clerk’s window, and the reservation 
list dates many months ahead, the year 
round. 

John Mark started out with Paul and 
Barnabas on that first missionary tour 





GOLDEN Sunday morning in June — 

a widespreading college campus in a 
little Southern town, carpeted with green 
grass, canopied with arching old oaks 
and elms—two hundred and thirty of 
the sturdiest young sons and daughters 
of that sturdy old state seated in a great 
circle, with open Bibles, studying to- 
gether “The Young Stewards of the New 
Testament,” 
lessons — and whom, do you think, they 
found most interesting in that goodly 
company ? 

No vote was taken, but judging by their 
eager faces and responses John Mark and 
Mary of Nazareth found the quickest 
and deepest entrance into their hearts. 
Your girls will “like Mark,” too, as they 
phrase it, if you will help them to see 
him as he was, the youngest young man 
in that wonderful group of young peo- 
ple who were friends and followers of 
that Young Man of Nazareth wh. has 
been claiming young  people’s hearts 
through nineteen centuries of time and 
every land on our globe. 


1. How do we know that John Mark 
was young, the youngest in spirit if not 
in actual years, of that trio of young 
Johns, the Baptist, the apostle, and the 
disciple? “By their fruits ye shall know 
them”; read Mark’s story of Jesus, in 
contrast with Matthew’s, the mature 
product of the careful, logical, argumen- 
tative mind of a middle-aged business 
man; with Luke’s, the beautiful, orderly 
narrative of the cultured Greek historian, 
after years of minute research; with 
John’s, the deepest insight into that mys- 
tery of all ages, God made flesh, the sub- 
limest book in the world, evidently writ- 
ten in the old age of him who had known 
it : Son of man in the flesh more inti- 
mately than any other human friend and 
could bring to his written testimony of 
his Godhead a ‘long life of experience 
with the risen an ascended Christ. (1) 

Even a very inexperienced reader can 
feel the throb of the impulsive, quick, 
warm thinking of the young man in 
Mark’s vivid pictures of the Son of God 
in action, a-story that begins right in the 
middle of things and takes-its readers 


as one of their Conference } 
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“straightway” from one drafatic climax 
to another with breathless interest! Yes, 
John Mark was a very young man, even 
when he wrote his Gospel, the earliest 
account God has preserved for us of his 
Son on earth. (2) 

But there are other evidences of this 
man’s youth beside the character of his 
greatest work. His home and social sta- 
tion in Jerusalem — that home of wealth 
where was the “large upper room” so 
freely at the disposal of the Lord (Acts 
12:12), and the name and devotion of 
his mother, his surname (Acts 12:25) 
and kinship to Barnabas (Col. 4: 10), his 
work for and with Peter (1 Peter 5:13), 
with his own little story of that name- 
less “young man” who was following 
Jesus when he was arrested, who was al- 
most to a certainty himself (who else 
but the son of the house from which the 
Lord and his apostles had gone out to the 
garden that night could have known 
where to find and follow him, in the dark- 
ness?) make up a very clear little sketch 
of the young man, which one of your 
girls can. find and report to the others. 
You may set them thinking and searcli- 
ing if you suggest that that other “young 
man,” whom Mark says Jesus loved when 
he looked upon him, may have been the 
writer himself (Mark 10: 17-22). Many 
points in the story fit the supposition, 
especially the intense feeling with which 
Mark tells it, and this writer can find 
nothing in the inspired record which 
-makes such a thing impossible. Can you 
or your girls? I shall be glad to hear 
from them if they do. Would you not 
like to think that that rich young ruler 
at last surrendered his all to the Lord 
who loved him and became such a fol- 
lower as John Mark finally proved him- 
self to be? A first refusal and a final 
acceptance would be like Mark, would 
it not? (3) 

2. And now you must help your girls 
most of all, perhaps, by showing them 
how this young man did keep his steward- 
ship, in spite of faltering at first. How 
often that is the history of youth! Read 
(in class) Acts 12:25; 13:13; 15: 36- 
39 for the story of. Mark’s first attempt 
to serve his Saviour and his failure to live 
up to his opportunities. Was the reason 
simple homesickness, lack of steadfastness, 
or a far deeper one —that he was not 
yet ready to stand with Paul in his radi- 
cal preaching of a Gospel free to the Gen- 
tiles — fear of his own conscience and of. 
the criticism of the home church in Jeru- 
salem? Here is good subject matter for 
a debate in class —one of the best ways 
of all to get young people to search the 
Scriptures. Try it, this time. (4) 

Of Mark’s service in Cyprus with his 
great-hearted kinsman we know nothing 
from Scripture; what may we not some 
day know, when we and Mark stand to- 
gether to receive reward for the deeds 
done in the body? But we do know how 
completely Mark “came back” in Paul's 
estimation ; how splendidly useful he was 
to that valiant soldier of the cross; how 
Paul, whose patience could not brook his 
first halting, at last loved this young man 
who did not give up because at first he 
did not succeed. See in class Colossians 
4:10; Philemon 24; 2 Timothy 4:11 
for this last,chapter in his life, with 1 
Peter 5:13. (5) 


Home Study 


Read Mark’s Gospel once every week 
for a year —to know and love him, and 
know and love as he did, his Christ. 


Decatur, Ga. 
ve 


Victorious Life Hymns, edited by 
Charles M. Alexander, ts the ideal 
book, not only for Victorious Life meet- 
ings, but in Young People’s Societies, 
church prayer-mcetings, the Sunday- 
school, Sunday preaching services, eyan- 
gelistic services, and for almost every 
form of Christian gathering. It may 
be ordered from-The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 60 cents a copy, or $55 
a hundred, in attractive cloth binding, 
40 cents a copy, or $35 a hundred m 
manila binding. 
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Children at Home 








New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 





The Purpose of the Problems 





To give you practice in locating Scripture. 

To fix in your mind some important Bible num- 
bers. 

To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
stories, 

To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 

To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 15 


AKE the number of years the devil 

is to be in the bottomless pit (Rev. 
‘20: 2) and add the number of years that 
the tribulation saints shall reign with 
Christ (Rev. 20:6) and. subtract the 
number of furlongs mentioned in Reve- 
lation 14:20. Divide this by’ the num- 
ber of angels seen at Christ's ascension 
(Acts 1:10) and divide again by the 
number of daughters the evangelist 
Philip had (Acts 21:9) and divide again 
by the number of mites a widow put in 
the collection box (Luke 21:2). Subtract 
from this the number of men selected 
by the early church to serve tables (Acts 
6:3)-and the number of days Jesus was 
lost (Luke 2: 46), and you have the num- 
ber of the chapter in First Corinthians 
which is called the “Resurrection Chap- 
ter.” 

Which chapter is it? 


we 
When “Berries” Ran Away 
By Chester Enders Shuler 


P AT Alice’s house there was a run- 

away the other day — not a runaway 
horse, nor a runaway train of cars, but a 
runaway — Guess’ what? 

Well, you'd never guess, so I will tell 
you: It was a runaway turtle! Just a 
plain, runaway land turtle. Now I think 
perhaps that will make you laugh, but 
when I tell you that this runaway turtle 
was a pet of a little girl, you will likely 
laugh still harder, for who ever heard 
of a runaway turtle, and of a turtle being 
a little girl’s playfellow? 

And then his name — that was stranger 
still. It was Berries! Perhaps you are 
laughing more now than ever, for why 
in the world would any one name a com- 
mon land turtle “Berries” ? 

Anyway, Berries was a little girl’s pet, 
and Berries ran away. And then — I'll 
just whisper this to you—little Alice 
cried a bit. 

It all happened this way: Last summer 
Alice’s father had found a small land 
turtle in the woods. It was right in the 





midst of a large strawberry patch, too. 
When he had come home and told little 
Alice about the turtle, she had begged 
so hard to have it that he picked the tur- 
tle up that evening and carried him home. 

And so Alice named him “Berries” be- 
cause his mouth was pink with the juice 
of strawberries. 

Berries at first did not seem to like the 
confinement of the yard, and sat around 
sleepily gazing out from under his shell. 
Alice tried to coax him to eat flies and 
other insects she caught for him, but he 
was stubborn and refused. Then next eve- 
ning her father came home with a bucket- 
ful of luscious wild strawberries. 

He handed them to Alice. “Here,” he 
said, “these are for you, dear; and don't 
forget to share with your pet.” 

You may be sure Alice did not forget. 
At the sight of the tempting red berries, 
the turtle opened one eye wide and soon 
was munching the delicious fruit con- 
tentedly. It was just what he wanted. 

Then he began to like his new home, 
it seemed. He would be found in the 
flower beds and in the garden, catching 
insects and helping protect the growing 
things from these enemies. 

Alice grew to be very fond of “Ber- 
ries.” Her father carved her initials on 
the bottom of his shell. The turtle 
seemed to know his little mistress too, 
and at certain times in the day would be 
found near the kitchen door, where she 
always fed him some fruit. 

Then Berries ran away ! 

Alice searched the yards and garden 
very carefully. All the winter Berries 
had been protected, and now it was spring 
again. She wanted her pet very much. 
But she could not find him anywhere. 

She told her father and he, too, helped 
in the search. Two big tears were 
trickling down the little girl’s cheeks as 
the hunt failed to find her pet. 

“Don’t worry, dear,” said her father, 
“I’m sure Berries hasn’t gone very far. 
He likes his home too well. And if he 
does not come back, I. feel sure I can 
find another up in the fields for you.” 

Alice was, pacified, but still she hunted 
each day, hoping Berries would come 
back. 

One day, wher her father returned from 
the fields to dinner, he was wearing a 
broad smile on his face. co eis 

“After dinner,” he said to his wife, “I 
want to take Alice along with me to the 
fields. I think it will do her good.” 

Alice’s mother said she might go, if 
she put on her blue sun-bonnet, so she 
would not become tanned so badly. 

So she went with her father. When 
they reached the field where he was work- 
ing, he led the way to a spot near the 
timber. 

“Oh, father,” cried the girl, “see the 
fine strawberries! May I pick some?” 

“Certainly, dear,” he replied, “I thought 
you'd like to gather some for mother to 
bake a pie for our supper. That’s why 
I breught this bucket.” 

Alice was delighted, and went to work. 
One after one she gathered the big, red 
berries, until the bottom of her pail was 
covered. Of course she ate a few-as she 
worked! What little girl wouldn’t? 
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Her father was mowing brush near by. 
Suddenly he heard the little girl cry out. 
Fearing lest she might have been bitten 
by a snake, he dropped his: scythe and 
hastened to the spot. 

And what do you think he saw? There 
was his little girl holding a land turtle 
in her lap. 

“See, papa,” she cried, “here is Berries! 
I found him eating strawberries here in 
the patch.” 

Her father turned the turtle on his 
back, and sure enough there were Alice’s 
initials carved in the shell. 

“Well, I thought Berries hadn’t gone 
far away. He just wanted a few fresh 
berries to eat. Now I think he will go 
home with you—especially since you'll 
have some fresh berries to feed him.” 

And so Berries and the strawberries 
accompanied Alice home. She has been 
very careful to feed him well ever since, 
for she does not want him to leave again. 


Harrispurc, Pa, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
| By H. McAllister Griffiths 





September 16. How Apply Religion to Man- 
ners? Prov. 1:8, 9; Luke 14: 7-11. 

September 23. Gems from Books We Have 
Read. Prov. 25:11; 1 Tim. 4 : 13. 

September 30. Recen:t Triumphs of Missions 
at Home and Abroad. Acts 14: 19-27. 

October 7. Lessons from the Psalms. 10. 
The Word-of-God Psalm. Psa. 119 : 9-16, 
105. (Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, September 9 


Different Forms of Gambling, and the 
Evils of It (Prov. 16 : 8; Jer. 17 : 9-11) 





Mon.—Something for nothing (Eph. 4 : 28). 

Tues.—Going wrong (1 Sam. 8 : 1-3). 

Wed.—Lure of gambling (Prov. 1: 10-19). 

Thurs.—Moral depravity (Isa 56 : 9-12). 

Fri.—Get-rich-quick danger (1 Tim. 6: 
9-12). 

Sat.—Gamblers’ company (2 Cor. 6: 14- 
18). 3 











What is one common form of gambling? 
What is the wrong in gambling? 
How do boys learn to gamble? 


HE greatest mind of Christian an- 

tiquity wrote: “Our spirits find no 
resting place until they rest in Thee,” and 
therein summed up the life of men. For 
all are restless at heart until they rest in 
Christ. That restlessness may not be ap- 
parent. It may manifest itself in direc- 
tions which appear to be inno way related 
to the claims of Christ. But it is there. 
Even the plac'd self-satisfaction above 
which some seem never to rise is unreal 
because it vanishes as a better way is 
shown. A heart seemingly content to live 
in danger can never be the same again, 
after the danger has been once shown. 


This restlessness is the root-cause of 
all gambling. Men are dissatisfied with 
what they have. They do not knew what 
they want, but they want something more 
than they have. With some the form of 
expression of this longing is in the at- 
tempt to add to their income~by “match- 
ing pennies.” Some gamble in ‘the stock 
market. Some people gamble upon their 
friendships and‘their friends. ~Others try 
to. gamble with God upon his offer of 
eternal life. “—In-each case the attempt is 
to get somethng: for nothing, ‘but to get it 
through the exercise of-one’s own ‘wits. 


se 

Just. as with all other forms of sin, 
there is just one gambling cure. Just to] 
tell one who has been gambling that it is 
all wrong -is mockery. Not only must he 
know that it is wrong, but the desire of 
which gambling is the active expression 
must be removed. That desire is for 
something every one needs, but is not 
naturally possessed. That. need. is life. 
Life comes only through Christ. The 
only real cure for -gambling-is Christ in 
the heart. Then, and then only, is the 
quest of the soul accomplished. And for 
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Christians who may be gambling in any 
one of its many subtle forms there is just 
the one remedy: Christ in the heart, ut- 
terly enthroned. 


PHILADELPHIA, 








The Victorious Life 














Moving Forward at America’s 
Keswick 


TR new dormitory at Keswick, N. J., 
“Victory Hall,” which will go far 
toward providing adequate housing facil- 
ities for the annual Eastern Victorious 
Life Conference and other sound Bible 
conferences in the coming years, has now 
been entirely closed in and roofed over. 
Doors and windows have all been set. 
Four rooms have been fully completed 
and are ready for furnishing, electric 


| lighting is. one-tl.ird completed, and the 


plumbing work ninety percent finished. 
One end of the first floor of Victory 
Hall is ready. for the Labor Day Victori- 
ous Life Conference, to be held from 
August. 31 to September 3, and the sec- 
ond floor is usable for boys’ sleeping 
quarters, provided money or material for 
bedding, particularly mattresses, pillows, 
and pillow cases, is supplied in time. 
Definite prayer on the part of all friends 
of Keswick is asked that God may meet 
this need. 
A site has been selected for the new 
Auditorium to the west of the Raws 
Memorial Building and Victory Hall and 
overlooking Sunset Lake. The Auditori- 
um will be constructed so that it can be 


thrown open on three sides in order to | 


give ample light and air. It will contain 
a literature room and two or three rooms 
which can be used for prayer time con- 
ferences. It is planned to provide a seat- 
ing capacity of from three hundred to 
three hundred and fifty people. The 
building, is so designed that it can be 
easily enlarged when necessary. 

Toward erecting this Auditorium there 
has been provided, in cash and pledges, 
$4,147. Towards building Victory Hall, 
improving the William Raws Memorial 
Building, and other things, there has been 
provided, in cash and‘pledges, $18,029.86, 
making a total of $22,176.86. The Audi- 
torium and its equipment calls for at 
least $10,000, so that, according to the 
latest carefully revised estimates, _$28,- 
000 more will be needed finally to equip 
Keswick for the conferences. For what 
God has already done, the Victorious Life 
Testimony Council is grateful beyond 
words to express, and it is moving for- 
ward_in the confidence that he will tri- 
umphantly finish this work which he has 
begun. Contributions or pledges for fin- 
ishing the Keswick equipment may be sent 
to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, and upon request pamphlets will 
be sent showing the wonderful natural 
beauties of the place. 


ye 
Calendar of Conferences 


‘ Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed -by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. It will be noted 
that some of.the meetings here listed are 
Victorious Life Conferences, conducted by 
the Victorious Life Testimony, while other 
meetings here listed are not in connection 
with such conferences, but are addressed by 
individual speakers of the Victorious Life 
Testimony. 


Keswick, N. J., August 31 to September 3. 
—Week-end Victorious Life Conference. The 
rate for board and room from Friday eve- 
ning will be $6, and from Saturday afternoon 
to Monday evening will be $4. The registra- 
tion fee of $1 may be sent to Addison C. 
Raws,° Keswick Grove, N. J. The accommo- 
dations ar@ limited, and as soon as vacancies 
are filled, registrations must necessarily be 
refused. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 

Winona Lake, Ind., August 22-26.—Bible 
Conference. 

New York City, September 16.—Fourth 
Presbyterian Church (morning service only). 
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Lesson for September 9 
John Mark 





New-Day Bran 


For its happy effects 
For its delicious taste 


Now we hide bran in a dainty so 
people hardly know it. In delicious 
flakes of a soft and flavory wheat. 
Thus people get those happy effects 
which everyone needs daily. And in 
a dish they love, 


Here is whole wheat with 
its vitamines and minerals, 
and 25% of bran. An ideal 
dish; a dish which every 
day should bring. And a 
welcome dish. Try it to- 
morrow and sec. 





Pettijohns 


Rolled Soft Wheat—25% Bran 














[ with the New Books 





Dr. Smellie’s Last Book | 


A book review by 
the Rev: David M. M’Intyre 


This article reviews “His Glory,” by 

the late Rev. Alexander Smellie, 

D.D., published by Melrose, London, 
price, 2s 6d, net. 


N THE early weeks of summer the 

home-call came to Dr. Alexander 
Smellie, of Carluke, Scotland, as readers 
of .The Sunday School Times will so 
sadly recall. For several months he had 
gallantly confronted failing health, but 
at last the brave spirjt had to confess 
defeat. During the closing weeks of his 
life, throughout the day and in the wak- 
ing hours of night, which were many, he 
gave himself to intercessioa for the 
Church of God, praving his way round 
the world. Propped up with pillows and 
breathing with difficulty, he was reminded 
of “Benjamin Parsons’ three pillows” — 
infinite love, infinite wisdom, and infinite 
power. He acknowledged that these were 
his support, then added, “And more.” He 
had more, for he enjoyed the conscious- | 
ness of the presence of Him in whom | 
infinite love, infinite wisdom, and infinite | 
power reside. 

At Keswick, in 1919, Alexander Smellie 
gave four Bible readings on “The Glory 
of Christ as revealed in the Fourth Gos- 
pel.” One of the ablest frequenters of 
this historic convention gave it as his | 
opinion that these addresses “touched the | 
high-water mark of Keswick.” Many 
pleaded for their publication, but the ex- | 
acting author withheld them from the 
press —in hope, no doubt, that some day 
of leisure would permit him to bring them 
a little nearer the high standard that be- 
fitted the unexampled theme he had es- 
sayed. The wished-for day never came, 
but the ‘addresses fall short in nothing 
of that which the author’s readers might 
desire or expect. 

There is, as was customary, in Dr. 
Smeéllie’s writings,.a wealth of allusion 
and quotation: the tissue is stiff with 
brocade —a veritable cloth of gold. But 
there is more—a consuming passion of 
love to the Redeemer breathes and burns 
in every line. 

The Glory of the Saviour is the theme. 
“Forty-two times,” says M. Godet, the 
devout Swiss commer@&tor, “John dia- 
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dems his Lord with the far-flashing 
ord.” 


wi 

The four titles are: The Glory of His 
Pre-existence, of His Ministry, of His 
Cross, and of His Reward. 

The Glory of Christ's Pre-existence is 
the-glory (1) as of an only begotten Son; 
(2) of an unbeginning life; (3) of a per- 
fect affection. And all this he carries 
with him from the unbeginning eternity 
into his work of redemption. “The af- 


fection he cherishes towards our helpless | 


souls is nothing less than the fire-flame 
of Jehovah. It has been glowing in his 
breast ere stars were thunder-girt or 
piled the heavens.” 

In the second address we are invited 
to contemplate the Glory of the Ministry. 
Iu this meditation there are perliaps one 
or two sentences which seem to over ac- 
centuate the “filial subordination” of the 
Son. But these would certainly have 
been brought to more harmonious poise 
if the diligent hand that wrote the words 
had been permitted to amend them. The 
Glory of the ministry is a glory (1) of 
the surrendered will; (2) of the radiant 
walk; (3) of the satisfying word; (4) of 
the life-giving work. 

In the third address the veil that 
screens the Glory of the Cross is raised. 
Dr. Smellie relates a saying of the late 
C. H. Spurgeon, that he would rather, 
with Cocceius find Jesus everywhere in 
the Old Testament than, with Grotins 
nowhere. He reminds us that to Abelard 
the most satisfying Scripture relating to 
the death of Christ was that appealing 
word: “Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay dowh his life for 
his friends.” He recalls the incisive sen- 
tence of Dr. Denny, that “the love of the 
Father remains an indeterminate senti- 
mental,expression, with no clear moral 
value, and with infinite possibilities of 
moral misunderstanding,” until we behold 
the Father lifting up the Son. 

The closing chapter of this fine book 
is on the Glory of the Reward. And it 
concludes with an anecdote of Dr.. John 
Duncan, “a great saint, a great scholar, 
and a little child in the family of God”: 

“I am getting old,” he said to a friend, 
“and can’t rack my brain perpetually over 
knotty questions. But there are two scenes 
from old age I often think of. The Arch- 
duchess of Hungary told me once of a 
theological professor at Pesth, who, wher 
in his dotage, was oblivious of everything. 
But troops of children used to follow him, 
and, laying his hand on their heads, all 
he could say was, ‘Jesus Christ, Jesus 
Christ, Jesus Christ.’ The other story is 
of the old man who was dying, and his 
memory quite gone. His own name was 
mentioned: ‘Don’t know that man.’ His 
grandchildren’s names: he shook his head. 
The Saviour’s name —when, leaping up 
with energy, he cried, ‘Ah, Jesus Christ! 
My Saviour, my God!’ Were I so old 
as to be in my dotage,” John Duncan 
added, “I should like to have the spirit of 
these men.” 

The Sunday School Times Company is 
ordering a quantity: of this book from 

England and will fill American orders; 

the price will probably be 75 cents. 


The Bible Institute at 
Washington 


HERE exists to-day so great a de- 

sire for thorough study of the Word 
of.God, that no -city of any consider- 
able size seems to be able to get along 
without a Bible school, Washington City, 
the seat of the United States Government, 
offers a particularly fine opportunity for 
systematic teaching of the Bible because 
young and older people from every state 
of the Union are constantly pouring into 
it for Government service. Colleges and 
schools of every description provide train- 
ing in business, art and science, espe- 
cially in the way of night schools for 
these Government clerks, so that many 
of them are able to secure by diligent 
study a splendid education while in the 
pay of Uncle Sam. 

A fine Bible School, evangelical, inter- 
denominational, missionary in outlook and 
evangelistic in spirit, was established sev- 
eral years ago under the name of the 
Bible Institute of Washington, and God 








has blessed it and is enlarging it from 
small beginnings until it has been en-7 
abled to purchase a new home at 1613 
Vermont Avenue, N. W., in the most at- 
tractive part of the city. This home has 
not yet been fully paid for. The school 
is conducted on “the faith basis,” and 
God's children in The Sunday School 
Times family are asked to pray for the 
supply of its needs, and for the blessing 
of God upon its graduates as they go 
out into the Lord’s work, either in return- 
ing to their own home states or in going 
to the mission fields of the world. The 
Dean of the Institute, the Rev. A. R. 
Kuldell, is a Hebrew Christian, and the 
school aims to prepare workers among 
“the Jews, the Gentiles, and the church 
of.God.” Dr. M. E. Miller, one of the 
prominent physicians of Washington City 





and an earnest Christian worker, is As- 


sociate Dean, Mr. W. H. H. Shelley, Sec- | 
retary, and Mr. E. E. Overholt, Treas- | 


urer. Dr. Ward, one of the pastors of 
the Fourth Presbyterian Church, is an- 
other member of its excellent faculty. 


, 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


South Dakota’s Appeal 


OUTH DAKOTA’S appeal a few 

months ago through its legislature to 
its churches and homes and schools has 
already n referred to in this depart- 
ment. The following was the resolution 
adopted with reference to its schools: 


“That the schools promptly reform 
their methods so that the rudimentary 
studies, as well as the sciences, be 
taught only as subordinate to righteous- 
ness. That the emphasis be placed 
upon morality, good conscience, respect 
for parents, reverence for agé and ex- 
perience, and that all learning is but 
the handmaiden of eternal goodness.” 


Would that all instructors might take 
this to heart! Another school year is 
about to open. Pray that teachers every- 
where be constrained, through a sense of 
responsibility to God, to encourage the 
putting of first things first. 


September 3 to 9 


Mon.—Acts 12 : 12-19. 
The Home of John Mark. 
Mark’s early training was in an atmos- 
phere of prayer. Many on this occasion 
were gathered in his mother’s house, pray- 
ing for Peter’s deliverance (v. 5). But, 
strangely enough, when the answer was 
given, “they were astonished” (v. 16). 
Ah, how often prayer is but the expres- 
sion of a “forlorn hope,” rather than that 
of an exultant faith. Ever find it so? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
homes and schools of America, for the 
more than twenty million children and 
young people said to be growing up with 
practically no religious instruction, for 
the godless parents and teachers who 
themselves need instruction and salvation. 
Tues.—Acts 12:25 to 13:6. 

Mark, a Missionary Helper. 

Many a great man’s work would be 
impossible but for the help of some hum- 
ble assistant; perchance a junior pastor, 
or secretary, or copyist, or possibly his 
own wife. The world thinks it owes 
much to “leaders,” and it does; but does 
it ever stop to think what it owes to the 
patient, unknown “helper”? When thank- 
ing God for the Pauls, don’t forget the 
Marks. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who occupy humble positions,for all sub- 
ordinates and servants, for all employees 
and clerks, for junior pastors and assist- 
ant superintendents, for church and Sun- 
day-school visitors, for secretaries and 
stenographers and all other “helpers.” 








(Continued on the next page) 
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Advertising Rates 
90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


_ The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
: separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8 
_In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, ene year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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i he finest things issued for this highly import- 
oot festival wpich is vital to the life of the Sc ool that the humble character of the servant re- 
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’ ee : 
li Wed.—Mark 1 : 1-11. Mark’s Gospel Message. * 
Rally Day Supp sas Years have elapsed, and the youthful uisi es. or a . - 
Send for our Rally Day Budget illustrating and de- | helper has become a Gospel writer; but 9 











does things. mains, for not once does he call attention 
“1 SERVE” is the title of the best service C. Har- | to himself. Scofield calls Mark’s Gospel 
















men, public utility employees, mercantile 








School purposes. 320 pages—351 songs. a ! if 
Stfong in the fundamentals of the Faith. way,” a servant’s word. Nineteen times 


Art Buckram, $50.00 per hundred; Ma- || #16 word occurs in this Gospel, as many 


| h for Rally Day. ‘lhe ef- “ e ” . 
pete gt Leb. pd be forgerten,” Charming a “servant Gospel, for Mark constantly Fi O R P R O MM O ] 7 ON 


Songs Rich in representatives, and salesmen and clerks : : : 
Christian Experience of every kind, also all industrial unions N UN USUAL an¢ attractive Series of P romotion 
and their members. Certificates; each embellished with a_ beautiful 
“TABERNACLE HYMNS NO. 2”—Favorite | | Thurs.—Mark 1: 21-31. “Straightway.” reproduction—from the work of a famous artist— in 
Church Songs for all Church and Sunday 4 


Mark’s characteristic word is “straight- sepia, and enclosed in a white envelope. 





nila, $30.00 per J 
“TABERNACLE CHOIR’ —Hymnstor choir || times as in all the rest of the New Testa- 
use exclusively, ever number tested in || ment combined, and six times more than 
trated choir or beginners, 192 pages; 82 | | in the other three Gospels. .“There is no 
poreguene, , Teneciaey posed, te. An genealogy, for who gives the genealogy 
per dosea, §ho.ce par bun ~ syppeed #7751) of a servant”? Are you willing to be 
Returnable copy of either book to song only an unknown “servant”? 
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committees or choir leaders on request. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. on your daily prayer list, and for those 
Room 1200, 29 So. La Salle St., Chicago, Hl.} | aio ought to be there. Pray for your 
————— | neighbors. Pray for the children in your 
community. Pray for every afflicted or 






















The B k Sch ] bereaved home. Pray for the man or 
tony roo 00 woman who LONGS for SOMEBODY'S genu- 

FOR BOYS ine sympathy and prayers. 
A preparatory school where all instruction Fri.—2 Timothy 4 : 9-22. 
has a foundation of Christian faith and princi- , Mark, a Useful Minister. 


ples; where the study of the Bible has a com- ° 
manding place in the curriculum; where the For some unknown reason, which Paul 

































tennis, track. Allathletics carefully supervised. 


chief aim is to develop Christian character in evidently thought not good, Mark had " 

conjunction with sgund academic waining. | 1 once “departed” from the missionary ; 

business. University-trained faculty maintain- company (Acts 13:13; 15:38); but as No. 800—Cradle Roll Certificate. 
ing the highest academic ‘standard. Outdoor the years passed by, he seems to have No. 801—Cradle Roll to Beginners. 
sports including swimming, feptball basketball, fully retrieved himself. In this lonely pe- No. 802—Beginners to Primary. 
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who are “in authority,’ whether in home 
or school, whether in church or state, 
whether locally or nationally, whether 
FLORIDA for the WINTER ! commercially or industrially; that they 
And a continuous Bible Conference ! ! may exercise their authority in the fear 
At FLORIDA BIBLE INSTITUTE. of God; not tyrannically, but benevolently. 


Opens Oct. 3,Standard 2 year course. TuitionFree. 
Leoding Bible Teachers of country give series of Sat.—Mark 10 : 35-45. 








lectures each winter,in addition to regularFaculty, The Greatness of Service. 
Accommoéations limited. Apply at once to 
REV. DUNCAN ‘THOMAS, Dean How these words (42 to 45), when they 


Bradentown, Florida. 41] were reported to Mark, must have sunk 
deeply in his loving servant heart! And 
= what an exemplification*of them he him- 

a self became! Has our study of this 

} Everything About modest servant been in vain? -Has he 
: not also become to us, as to Paul, “prof- 
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cause founded on the Word of God and 

® uggests iciency governed thereby, for every movement 
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every society or organization which stands No. 107 
without compromise of any kind on the Half Actual Size 
revealed will of God, tolerant towards 
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sin had long since been forgiven, both by Ds 
BRON ZE TABLETS Paul and by the Lord. Some of David's $1.50 a 100, postpaid 
sins were infinitely worse, yet God for- 


Designs end Estimates Free gave the iniquity of his sin. (v. 5). Nos. 4, 6,°12,-14, and 18 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry Strange how much less forgiving some are of celluloid, each 
__Wept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. of God’s “Spirit-filled”’ saints” sometimes with neat pin for at- 
ag e seem to be! Is there no sin in long-pur- : . 
Individual Communion Cups suing “confidential” whisperers? taching hy clothing. 
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HIS most appropriate design is 
lithographed in full colors on sub- 


Price, 2 cents each ; 20 cents a dozen, 
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openly or secretly) pursues a penitent fel- 


aged, the perplexed— | signs 4: 30-32. 


and—in these days of 
Se D k stress—for everybody. a " 
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